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' EPISTLE 


TO THE 


READER. 


Chriſtian Reader, 
Olineſs i js 4 glorious 
thing, it is the cu- 
rious refining of 


the Soul : T ake away Ho- 
A4Y neſs 


4 


The Epiſtle 
lineſs from."an Angel and 
be is a Devil. True Piety | 
ſheds an Excellency upon a þ 
Perſon, as the Sun imparts 
a luſtre to the Stars. The 
righteous' man bath Gad's | 
name written upon him, | 
Rev. 3.12. and partakes þ 
of the divine nature ; 
2 Pet. 1. 4. Which is not 
by a T ranſubſtantiation into \ 
the Divine Eſſence, but 
' by a Transformation into | 
the Divine Likeneſs. | 


T his enſuing Diſcourſe | 
is 


to the, Reader. 
5 intended as..4 Plea for 
Fe Righteous: 1 would 
byipe. off that obloquy and 
7 Fl repute which is unjuſtly 
aſt upon the Saints in this 
od diſhonouring age : In 
falſe Religions, ftrictueſs 
# admired; a devout Ma- 
hometan, or Papiſt, are 
bad in Veneration ; but in 
| | be true Religion he who is 
moſt $ealous is moſt bated : 
Ls if the name of Prote - 
Wftantiſm were an honour |, 
Wat the praGice of it a d iſ- 
grace. 


; The Epiſtle 
grace. The moſt ſerious} 
boly men are miſrepreſen-i 
ted to the world as bn 
creet and fations *.| 


ba * ey v7 Thprr 


yay, ws Fo The Prophet Eliah! 


xopads wy | 
Greg. Nag was counted thei 
troubler of Ifracl, 1 Koug. 
18. 17. and Lather be! 


Frumpet of Rebellion. 
The. old Serpent ſpits bis| 
virulent poyſon at the godly * 
through the months of the | 

* Dicimur inſandi Prop bane". But 
Inver nd ih there is a time com- | 
ing when the Lord 

wilk 


 totheReader. 
#1 will reckon with men for 
z-8their hard ſpeeches, Fade f 
j-115. What is the Chatf to 0 


"the W heat? How ignoble | 


hiland contemptible are the 
ellwicked compared to the 

. | Godly! the difference will 

I more fully appear at the laſt 
day,Mal.3. 18. Then ſhall 
lyereturn and difcern be- 

y /tween the righteous and 

e the wicked ©. Such .,., ,, mn 
tas calummate the Tiff; anon 
be impii. Grotius. 


- { Saints, would 
[ s glad to die their death, 
Numb. 


The Ep iſtle : 


Numb. 24. 10. \Let'mel 
die the death of the righ= 
teous, and let my laſt end 
| be! like SBS | 

\iT be: Philoſopher- arhing 
one, hich. of theſe two be. 
bad: rather be, Either\ \rich 
Creeſus,:. or vert nous So+: 
crates:? He anſwered that 
m bis Life he would be! 
Creelus, but at bis Death; 
I Socrates: In like manner 
there are many would live 
with the wicked ; - but die. 
with the. righteous'; but: 
| they 


-to-the Bycader, 
C they foal not\\ have their 
A :T bey were offende! 
dl. the fight and company of 
} God's holy ones, and they 
[ball bias far parted from, 
| them, as Heawen and Hell 
Dore afander. Ob ye $ aints 
J- of the, mos? High, be: 208 \ 
4l:romubled - at. the: -aroun\leſs.. 
haſper ons." of \\ube: 8 ICY 
LY Lt ar ho who © rn ofS. + 
are. your Cenſurers: © © wh 
el all not be your Judges.: 
eMLift 'up your Creſts, be 
JeHearfit to © think whit 
YE oroerecn anos — Chriſt 


The Epiltle, &c. 
Cbrift bath wrought tor 
you by his Blood, and) 
wrought in you by bil 
Spirit. He bath digni- 
fied you above the ret| 
of he; World, The righ-} 
teous is more excellent| 
than his neighbour. 1} 
] ſhall not further exſpatiate ; 
f but bumbly imploring the | 
q bleſſing of the Almighty | 
upon theſe few Lines, It 


res, 
- \Thinein all | 
March 27: Fe. E 
1672, _ Chriſtian Service 


THOMAS WATSON. 
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Ps: 4- marg. for INYM read YM, | 
Pe. 


12, marg. for Daw? read V9 WH. 
+56. marg. for oy cead 78, p.68, line 24; 
or Sat, read Saint. 4 
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' Prov. 12. 26. 
- The Righteous is more excellent than 
2. his Neighbour. | 


he was the World's wonder ; 

he diſcourſed of trees from the 

Cedar-tree in Lebanon unto the Hyſop 2 

that ſpringeth out of the wall*. The * x ca 

Proverbs are protound and holy A 4. 33» * 
! phoriſms, indited by the Spirit of 
God, and penu'd by him who was 
both a King and a Preacher. A great 
Part of this Book is to ſet forth the 
; difference between the godly and 


the 
* XXX"\/// 


Q tes was a man of Renown, 


— L 36 me on 


Hecg th <3: oe 


The Righteous Mans Excellency. Z 

the wicked; the happineſs of the "| 

one,and the miſery of the other. The 

Text is ſpoken in the elogium and 

| commendation of a righteous man. 

| 4 The righteous is more excellent than his 

neighbour. 

x. I begin with the firſt word,righ- 

(9) PW teons (a). |There isa twofold righte- 

4 pony oufneſs. 1. A Civil righteouſneſs; and fo 

| ves. heis righteous, whois adorned with 

Septng. the Moral Vertues, Prudence, Juſtice, 

Temperance 3 who keeps free from 

penal ſtatutes,and doth not daſh up- 

on the rock of vilible ſcandal. This 

righteouſneſs is valid, foro humano, in 

mans court, but is inſufficient to Sal. 

(b) Serde Vation (b). Under the fair leaves of 

_—_ Civility, the worm of Unbelief may 

| 9-4 be hid. Many a perſon decked with 

get in con. Morality is now deſcended into Hell; 

JpeFn {a Bull may be tyed with Ribbons,and 
operants, | . 

/wear a Garland on his Head, yet go 

' to the {laughter. However for the 

Honour of this Age, it were to be 

wiſhed, that there were more civil 

ay WAR 5+ » A : righte- 


| The Righteows Mans Excellettcy. 3 
, | righteouſneſs to be found in the 
| world. | | 
2. There isa Goſpel-righteouſnels, 
which is tirſt a righteouſneſs #2puted. imputars, 
z.e. when Chriſts righteouſneſs 1s 
made over to us. In Adam we were 
criminal perſons, Rom.5.12. In whom(a)iz' $+ 
; | all have ſinned (a). If the head plot 7” 
| treaſon, all the body is guilty 3 but'— 
\ * Ebriſt is made to #4 righteonſneſs,1 Cor. 
| I. 30. Indeed it is this righteouſneſs 
| only, in which we can ſtand before 
the Juſtice of God, Jer. 23.6. This 
 - # the name whereby he ſhall be called, | 
 * The Lord our righteouſneſs (b). This @) MW 
- |} righteouſneſs is a coat without ſeam, PF 
| which doth not only cover,but adorn 
 * us; this 1s as truly ours to juſtifie,as 
It is Chriſts to beſtow, ; 
2, A righteouſneſs ay 0 (C) 3c) tmper-« 
which 1s the infuſing the ſeed and ha- tits. 
bit of Grace into the Soul ; the ma» 
; king a perſon internally holy. And fo 
: he 1sfaid to be righteous who hath a © 
2 change of heart ——__ in him, and 
B 2 is 


4 


The Righteous Mans Excellency, 
Is transformed by the renewing of his 
mind, Rom. 12.2.Such an one.though 
he is not another man. yet heisa zew 
m4an.,2 Cor. 5.17.1 he faculties are not 


\ new, bur the qualities; as the ſtrings 


of a Viol are the ſame, but the tune 


Is alrered. | 
Righteouſneſs is extenſive in the 


(a) Qxali- Subject (a), it bath a ſpreading ver- 


Fates 


in ploy rue 1 Theſ. 5.23. The God of peace 


extenſive. ſanGFifie you wholly *, Achild of God 
a22"76 Is regenerate in every part, though 


2N! 


but 1D part. | 

2, Heis moreexcellent.]Excellen- | 
cy is the ennobling a perſon, or a | 
gradual elevation of him above o- 
thers. The righteows man is more ex- 
cellent , that is, he is a better man 


the word in the Hebrew and Nalian 


for excelent, fignifies abundant ; as 
if the Spirit of God had ſaid, The 
righteous hath more abundant worth 


(Pretarin him, more intrinſecal goodneſs 


proximo 
ſuo. Deruf. 
* TW 


3. Than his neighbour(b). |] Neigh- ; 
bour * is not to be taken here | 
ſtrictly, 


_ »F LAY vw ww » 


? ftridly, for one that lives in a Yici- 


The Righteous Mans Excellency. 5. 

: . | . (a) Excel- 
ity, and is nearly ſcituated; but by j,.;,. a 
neighbour is meant any one that 1s Un- itlo ous 
righteous, and hath not the fear Of Frome med 
God before his eyes (a). - Mey Peg: 

The Text hath two general parts. 

I. The Subjef, the Righteoms. 

2, The Predicate, he is more ex- 
cellent than his neighbour. 


Solomon ſeems, as It were, to put 
the righteous and the wicked in a 
pair of Scales;the one weighs as maſly 
Gold, the other weighs lighter than 
the duſt of the Ballance. 

Do&rine. He who 3s truly righte-DgR, 
0us is far more excellent than any 
wicked perſon in the world whatſoever, 
I ſay [ zruly righteous | to exclude the 


* 2 Tim, 


' Form,* and (light tinQure of * piety, * Drife 


truth. Col. Is' 6. He hath nothing of avec 


religion but the name. Rev.3.1. and 


F religion often ſuffers by him : But he 
Lk B . 


3 who 


_ The Righteous Mans Excellency. 
who is really righteous, is the excel- 
lent perſon, and hath a ſuperiority to 
all others, 1 Sam. 15.28. 

For the illuſtrating of the Propoſt- 
tion,l ſhall do two things;l ſhall ſhew 

1. 'Wherein 7 the righteous man 1s 

2, Why more excellent. 

'1. Wherein a righteous man is 
more excellent than another. T his 
appears three ways, 

C? I, Whatheie. 
In refpe&t ofd2 What he hath. 
3. What he ſhall have. 

1. A righteous man 1s more ex- 
cellent than a wicked, in reſpe& of 
what he 1s. | 
1. Heis more richly endued with 


* Pro. 4, Wiſdon;* he is of a dexterous ſagaci- 


7.ty, Mixing the Serpents prudence 
with the Doves innocency: 1 Cor. 2, 
15. He that 3s ſpiritual judgeth all ' 
things» As the Soul in the eye is * 
the cauſe why it ſees 5 fo theSpirit 


of -God in the mind 1s the cauſe : 


why it favingly underſtands. The | 
anoin- | 


The Righteous Mans Excellency. e 
anointing of the Holy Ghoſt is 1rra- 
diating; it clears a Chriſtians eye- 


ſight: 1 Joh.2.27. The ſame Union 
teacheth you all things (a). The 


Saints are compared to wiſe Virgins * 


- 


(a) De eſ- | 
ſentia 
ſalunis, 
* y 8m 
*Jacois THIS 


| Mat. 25, 2. Senſualiſts have often a goplags 
| greater reachin matters of the world, «i701 


but they have no infight into the 


Fo THIS 
$vac ring 


| deep things of God, 1 Cor. 2. 14. A Chryſoſt, 


Swine may ſee an Acorn under the 


Tree. bnt it cannot ſee a Star. Das | 


J>u=mmn,_._ 


vid being divinely illuminated, grew ' 


wiſer than his teachers, Plal. 119. 99. 
A rigtiteous man is Wie, 

1. To know himſelf: Take the 
moſt Mercurial Wit, the ſubtle Polt- 
tician, who is able to dive into the 
arcana Imperii,the mylteries of State, 


yet he is acute obtuſus, ignorant of 


his own heart : There are thoſe Me- 
anders and Sophiſms, thoſe intrin- 
ſick pollutions, that he cannot find 
out 3 he dreſleth himſelf by the 
flattering-glaſs of ſelf-love, he ſees 
not that evil which is in him, nor 

| B 4 will 


þ 
/ 


: 
4 
, 


ic 


8 $ The Righteows Mans Excellency. 
* Quo willhebelieveit*. Hazael could not | 
xD imagine he ſhould be ſo bad when ? 
w- ſentis, he came to be King, 2 King. 3. 13. * 
But a Soul ſpiritually enlightned, .. 
ſees that which the natural man doth | 
not 3 he ſees legions of vain thoughts) | 
; he ſees how his grace is checker'd | 
/ with corruption 3 his humility 1s | 
ſtained with pride ; his faith mixed | 
| [ with unbelief: His very duties are ' 
' (9)Avgt- but ſplendida peccata, ſhining ſins (a). | 
tine. He fees ſo much of his heart that he *' 
dares not truſt it. Y 
2. A righteous man is wiſe to know ! 

Jeſus Chriſt : The natural man hears 
oft Chriſt by the hearing of the ear, | 
but he doth nor know him, Cart.5.9. 
What is thy beloved more than another 
beloved? Thoſe who journeyed with 
, Paul, heard a woice, but ſaw no man, 
ae pp AG.9.7. ſothe unregenerate perſon 
(c) Keoeit hears the Miniſter ſet farth Chriſt as 
mſ__ ; altogether lovely (b), he hears a voice, 
 $vlewes: +4 but ſees no man; he ſees not Chriſts + 
quic co arient beauties. Chriſt is a treaſure, E 
Calvin, Put An hid-treaſure, (c) But a yr | 


-. 


7 The Righteous Mans Excellency, 
Zous ſoul hath the vail taken off, - he 
en Sees the amazing Excellencies of 
Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2. 7. Unto you that be- 
d, Tieve he js precious, his Merits, Graces, 
Benefits are precious:a righteous man 
hath Chriſts eye-ſalve to ſee his tried 
Fold, Rev.3.18. Zenxis having drawn 
2 curious Piece, Nzcoftrats fell into 
*the admiration of it,and commended 
Fitz an ignorant man ſtood by and 
Fasked him, what ſuch rare Excellency 
he ſaw in that Piece? ſaith he,If thou 
couldlt ſee with my eyes,thou would(t 
; Fadmire as well as I, Soif a carnal 
$ man could fee with a ſpiritual mans 
, Jeyes, he would wonder at thoſe 
. ſurpaſſing beauties in Jeſus Chriſt, 
- Jwhich now he makes light of. 
| / 3. A righteous man is wile to diſ- 
, Zcernthe Tzzes, 1 Chron. 12. 32. The 
| Children of Iſſachar were men that had 
underſtanding of the Times. The world 
cries out, Gloriows times / but a righ- . 
,teous man hath an eye of diſcerning, 
Jhe can ſee when the wicked »ake 
; | | void 


10 . The Righteous Mans Excellency: 
Pſal. 119-GoZs law, and when religion is cruci-| 
126 fied by ſuchas cry Hoſannato it. Hel 
Is wiſe to keep from the contagion? 
of the times, Rev. 14.2. Theſe are they). 
which were not defiled with women, for F 
they are Virgins : A perſon divinely# 
qualified is wifer than to run himſelf? 
into ſnares,or go to hell for company3} 
he 1s wiſe to Salvation. Plal.I11.10.,% 
A good underſtanding have all they? 
that do his Commandments. , 

2, A righteous man is of a more? 
excellent birth. Alexander fained ! 
himſelf to be Son to Jupiter: every 7 
good Chriſtian is High-born; he is # 
* born of God 3 and that is more than 
0b indo- to come of Princes, and be of the 3 
on blood-royal : David thought it no"! 
im.Grot, ſmall honour to be the Kings Son 1n 

law, 1 $42. 18. 18. Oh what an 1n- 3 

finite honour 1s it to be regenerated | 

by the Spirit, and enrolled among the * 
firſt-born of Heaven ! the righteous 7? 

man derives his Pedigree from the ; 

_ Ancient of days, Dan, 7. 9: he ge 

tne 


* xJoh. 3. 


The Righteous Mans Excellency. IT 
cj.the faireſt Scutcheon, the Eagle, and 1.40.31 
Hefthe Lion; heis near akin tothe Liow, 
on '#f the Tribe of Judah. Fr 
beg.) 3- A righteous perſon isof a more 

£3 txcellent beauty. How 1s worldly 

1y Þcauty courted by all,and what is1t ? 
if Prov.31.30. Beauty is vain; the bra- 

. Felt features of body, and the moſt 
Jovely ſanguine are no other ;than 
arvell-coloured earth : But a righte- 

-pus perſon hath a Cceleſtial beauty 
ſhining in him*; he isimbelliſhed with * Pal 
.d Knowledg, love,meeknefs, which are *'%: 3» 
y of ſuch Oriental ſplendour as allute 
is the very Angels. A good Chriſtian is 
n £28, he hath ſome idza and reſem- 
e blance of that ſparkling holineſs 

o which 1s 1n the Dezty *, Chriſt is 1nfi- * 2 Pet. 
n _nitely taken with the ſpiritual beau- 7* + 

. ity of his Church; Cart. 6. 4. Thou 

4 tart beautiful, O my love as Tirzah, (a) Orti- 
e 1comely as Jeruſalem. Tirzah was a totiue 
s Jmap of pleaſure, Jeruſalem was the wow vl 
# Metropolis of Judea (a), the Star avd Pliny. 
light of all the Eaſtern world (6). ©) Toke 
| | This ; 


kd 
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This was Hieroglyphical,to ſet forth 
the radiancy of the Churches glory ; 
And Ver.5. Turn away thine eyes from 
me, for they have overcome mes as if 
Chriſt had ſaid, Oh my Spouſe, ſuch 
a reſplendent luſtre is in thy Viſage, 
that I have much ado to bear it : I am 
wounded. with the delightful darts 
of thy beauty. One eye of a Belie- 
ver draws Chrilts heart to it, Cant.9. 
*IM227 g, Thou haſt raviſhed my heart * with 
AbRulifts : 4 
cor meum, 012t of thine eyes, A Saints beauty ne- 
Arias 7 ver Withers, it out-lives death (a). 
Toney True grace like colours laid in oyl, 
Pagnin.\ Cannot be waſhed off, 
Vulnera- 
 #i,Hierom. (a)-# o' deer) wx amonu]a Eurip. 
4. A righteous mans thoughts are 
5). 4nj." More excellent : Thoughts are the 
mus ſcor- firſt-born of the Soul ; finful thoughts 
. 2atwr cogi- ariſe out of a bad heart, like ſparks 
* Maxin, Outof a furnace; an unſanctified fan- 
” _ Mon. Cy 1s Satans work- Houſe (6b) X4c.2.1, 
E But, The thoughts of the righteous are 
CD right, (c) Prov. 12. 5. A righteous 
mans 


hd bn MES = wm Wo 
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mans thoughts have got wings and 

fled to heaven, Pſal. 139. 18. When I 
awake I am ſtill with thee. God is a 

Saints Treaſure; and where ſhould 

his mind be but upon his Treaſure? 

a righteous man is got upon the top 

of Mount Tabor, ſolacing himlelt in 
Jehovahz he contemplates the beau- 

ty of Holineſs, the love of Chriſt, 

the felicity of Saints glorified ; his 

| Thoughts are among the Cherubims. 

The Soul while it is muling on Chriſt, 

Is filled with holy and ſweet raptures, 

It is caught up into Paradiſe, it is in 
Heaven before its time * : Pſal. 104, * Wit in 
34. My meditation of Him ſhall be ark 
ft week. j owrweel 
mentem ab amore mundi ſeparat, nil fic animam Fortin 
tationes roborat, quam gratia coutemplationis, Bern, Medit. 


5. A righteous mans deſeres are 
more excellent. He ſpreads the fails 
of his deſire to receive the freſh 
breathings of Gods ſpirit; Cant.4.16. 


I deny not but a bad man may bave 
ſome 


- 14 The Righteows Mans Excellency. 
ſome faint Velleities after the beſt 
things. Thoſe deſerters of Chriſt, 
cried, Lord, evermore give us this 
bread, Joh: 6. 24, But a righteous 
mans Deſires excell. 

1. He deſires Chriſt for, himſelf ; 
not only for his Jewels,but his Beauty, 
not only as he is a Saviour, but as he 
1s the Holy One, AQ.3 14. 

* Quod 2.He Is unſatisfied without Chriſt *, 

ardentiis not the moſt rich Viands, not polden 

4fiders) Chalices fill'd with Saphires or Dia- 

CLOVE agrt- 

is, Bern, monds will content him without 
Chriſt, The two AMaries were not 

Joh.20.5. ſatisfied with the Linnen Clothes ly- 
ing in the Sepulcre, unleſs they had 
ſeen the body of Jeſus: So it is not 
the linnen on the Communion-Ta- 
ble, or the Elements of Bread and 
Wine, will ſatisfie a Believer, un- 
leſs he may meet with Chriſt whon 
his ſoul loves. 

3. He delires ſtill ore of 
Chriſt, and would be ſwallowed 
up in. the ſivect Ocean of his 

love (a)3 


veg v nw 0 Tx pune 


"WU ons PR 
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love (a); Behold here a defire(s) Dal- 
which God himſelf hath raiſed in the 2 48 


Soul,: and he will open the breaſt ofrcgy pot 
mercy, and fatisfie it (b). ade 
viſcerari. 


(b) Pal. 107. 9. 


6. A righteous mans Diſconrſe is 


| more excellent (c). His tongue is(c) Quan- 


tuned to the language of Heaven 7 ole wg 


W hat is the Diſcourſe of the wicked aulaaani- | 
about? their wares and drugs; like”” 9 | 
the fiſh in the Goſpel that had @ piece 

of money in its mouth *. He that is of *Mat.r70 
the earth ſpeaketh of the earth, Joh.z, 7 
31, And too often corrupt communi- 

cation procceds from the * wicked 3 * Epheſ: 
their mouth being like a Sink where? ©” 
all the filth of the houſe runs out (4);(@4) Lingus 
Theſe Lepers had need have their lips?*catoris 


eftlubricas 
covered (e). && quecun- 
que anime 


.ſno adlubeſcunt, temere efſutit; (e) Levit. 13. 45, 


Sinners in their ordinary Dif- 
courſe bring forth Scripture, as the 
Philiſtines did Sampſon to make 

ſport, 


— 
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ſport, as if the Bible were the beſt 

Minſtrel to play with, and a jeſt were 

, worth nothing, unleſs it were ſea- 

/ ſoned with the ſalt of the Sanctuarys, | 

' *Tis a ſaying of Luther, Whom God ' 

| hath a mind to deſtroy, he lets them 

play with Scripture : But in this 

M ſenſe the righteous is more excellent. 

| The tongue of the juſt is as choiſe ſil- 

| ver, Prov. 10.20*, Gracious 

* Docer Solomon words drop as filver from 

© hows pry & him to the enriching the 

qudm avid? tan- Souls of others, Ecch, 10,12, 

gn argenrum ſep® The words of a wiſe mans 
ties defecatum cap- | 

tandus. Cartwr., @#20uth are graciom, In the 

| Hebrew,they are Grace *, His 

| v m| words are not as Vinegar to fret, but 

| as Saltto ſeaſon others,Col,'4. 6, The 

roof of the mouth 1s called Celum, 

| Heaven; a godly mans mouth is full |' 

| (a) Yerba of Heaven (a) 3 he ſpeaks as if he | 

| ſunt nun- had been already in Heaven: The | 

Bern, holy conference of the two Diſci- | 

ples going to Emmaxs brought Chrilt | 

into their Company,Lxk.24,15. _ 

they 
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they communed together, Jeſus himpelf 


drew near and went with them; Such 
ſavoury ſpeeches drop from holy 
lips, that God hath a Table-Book 
to write them down , Val. 3. 16. 
Then they that feared the Lord ſpake 
often one to another, and God hark- 


ned, and a book of remembrance was ' 


written. *Tis reported of Tamer/ain 
that he kepta Regiſter of the Names 
and good Deeds of his Soldiers. God 
regiſters the ſpeeches of his People 
that they may not be loſt. 

7. A righteous man is of a more 
excellent Spirzt, Dan. 5. 12. Az ex- 
cellent Spirit was found in Daniel. 
Numb. 14.24. My ſervant Caleb be- 
cauſe he had another ſpirit with hin. 
A wicked: man hath the ſpirit of the 
world, 2 Cor.2.12, Helis of an athe- 
iſtical ſpiritz Lacian is his Old Teſta- 
ment. Machiavel his New 3 but a per- 
ſoninvelted with Grace hath choice- 
nets of ſpiritin him: He is of a 


C 1. Sub- 


= 
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1. Sublime 
2, Noble Spirit, 
' 3. Invincible 


|. * Secum TI. He 1s of a Sublime (ſpirit. * He 
ſole i® favours the things of God , a perſon 
enlmina R > ."Y 
cwli effert, ſublimated bygrace,ſets hs feet where 
Cic. others ſet their hearts; he being 
clothed with Chriſt the S## of righ- 
zeouſneſs, and crowned with the Gra- 
*Rev.rz, CES aSglittering Stars, hath the Aloor 
:. under him; the world may have his 
look, but Chriſt hath his /ove; he 
dwells below, but trades in the Hze- 
ruſalem above. A true Saint is taken 
up about higher matters; getting 
the love and favour of God; he 
| + 3.0.5, Alpires after Glory and Immortali- 
. ac iter 
ef ſaperi;, fy 3 he looks no lower than a Crown; 
ad magni he feeds as the Birds of Paradiſe on 
zeta 19 the dew of Heaven * ; he is imploy- 
nantis, | © a4 
Kegalemg; Ed about Angels-work , lifting up 
_ Geds name in the world; he 1s a 1i- 
Metam. 1. VWg Organ of Gods praite, 
| 2. He 
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2. Heisof a Noble ſpirit 3 he hath 
the ſpirit of an Heir, he ſcorns any 
thing that is diſingenuous and ſordid 
he can deny himſelf, but not diſpa- 
rage himſelf; he can be hamble, but 
not baſe ; he knows not how to pal- 
liate the ſins of any, which were to 
waſh the Devil's face : He cannot 
proſtitute himſelf to the luſts of men, 
or flatterto get Preterment, Fob 32. 
21. A righteous man abhors to be 
byaſſed from the truth for Secular 
advantage : It was faid of Luther, he. 
cared not for Gold * ; his ſpirit was * Melch. 
more noble than to be bribed with 4%" 
money : A good man will nct pur- 
chaſe the liberty of his perſon by the 
inſnaring of his Conſcience; Heb.1 1. 
35. Not accepting deliverance. 
3. He is of an Tzvizcible ſpirit ; 
he bears afflictions without fainting; 
or fretting, Though the Archers * Gen. 
ſhoot at him, his Bow abides ini 
{trength. Such as want a Principle of , 
Grace, faint in the day of adverſity*; , —_ 
| C 2 they 


; 
o 
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they cannot bear a frown from a 
great man , or digeſt a reproach : 
It the bough of a Tree be rotten, the 
leaſt weight hung upon it breaks it. 
But the righteous hath the heart of 
a Lion ; he 1s not ſtartled at the 
diſcourteſies of the world; he looks 


upon reproaches for Chriſt, as En- © | 


lignes of Honour *, 1 Pet.4.1. When 
the Roman Catholicks taunted at 
Luther tor his Apoſtacy from their 
Church, I conlefs (ſaid Lyther ) I am 
an Apoſtate from you, but a bleſſed 
one; I am ſuch an Apoſtate as a 
Magician is when he renounceth his 
compact made with the Devil, and 
betakes himſelt to Chrift. Grace 
ſteels the heart with courage, and 
fires it with zeal Nazianzer laid of 
Athanaſius, he was both a Loadſtone 
and an Adamant; a Loadltone for 
the {weetnels of his Diſpoſition, and 
an Adamant tor the invincibleneſs of 
his Reſolution. When the Emperor 
Valens promiled Baſil great Prefer- 
ment, 
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ment, it he would ſubſcribe to the 
Arrian herelie ; Sir, ſaid he, theſe 
ſpeeches are fit to catch little Chil- 

dren, but we who are taught by the 

Spirit, are ready to endure a thou- 

ſand deaths rather than ſuffer one 
{ylJable of Scripture to be altered. 

A righteous man is willing to take 

the Croſs for his Joynture, and with 
Ignatizs wear Chriſt's Suf- oo 
feringsas a collar of Pearl *, c fs yur 
Rom. 5.3. We glory in Tri- tar; interregatus vel 
bulation, zevyowus3a. St. Paul jg; we 
rattles his Chain, and did quidho: mali eff, =us- 


glory in it as a woman (ſaith 9% revs gauder, cu- 
jus accuſatis votur 


Chryſoſtomn) that 1s proud of eft,& pena folicitas. 
her Jewels *. It is to my loſs, Tertul. 4po. 

ſaid Gordiys the Martyr, if * g Yun pinoxog- 
you bate me any thing of my *** 
ſufferings, Of what Heroick un- 
daunted ſpirits were the Primitive 
Chriſtians! who could ſcorn Prefer- 
ments, Jaugh at Impriſonments , 

ſnatch up Torments as Crowns; and 

whoſe love to Chriſt burned hotter 

HS 0 than 
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— _ than the Fire * ; inſomuch that the 
Je,majora Heathens cried out, Yere magnms eft 
ſequuntur Dews Chriſtianorum 3 Great is the 
prem GOD of the Chriſtians. : 
ertul, , 2 

8, ThePrayers of arighteous man 
* Heb.rr. are more excellent * : Another may 
Sh pg have more Elegancy in Prayer, he 
more ex- hath more ſincerity, Prov.I5.9. The 
cellent [3- (acrifice of the wicked is an abomina- 
rrifice;3©-"4;0n #0 the Lord, but the Prayer of the 
_ wpright 3s his delight. A linners pray- 
ing is howling, Ho. 7. 14. but the 
prayer of a righteous man is muſick 
in Gods ears, Cart.2.14. Let me hear 
thy voice. for ſweet is thy voice. Maxi- 
minw a periecuter, being on his 
fick-bed craved the prayers of the 
Godly *.The excellency of a righte- 
ous mans prayer is ſeen, 

1. Noble Exploits. 


* Euſe- 
bins, 


by 1ts | 
2, Gracious Returns. 

1. By its Noble Exploits. Luther's 
prayer recovered Theodorwus Vitaus of 
2 Conſumption, after the Phylitians 
had 
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had given him over for dead. The 

prayer of the righteous hath ſtopt 

' theSun in its full career. Joſh. 10.13. 

! It hath divided the Waters, Exod. 

! 14 15,71. Overcome Armics.Exod. 

21. Opened Friſons, Ad. 12.9. Shut {9% 

| Heaven, Jam 5.19. Prayer hath had *poow x 

| power with God, Hoſ. 12.4. The 13- ws 

FI4Ns tyed faſt their Gad Her:rxales * I'recibus 

| wWwitha golden Chain; the great Jeho- furs tan- 

vah is held by the prayers of his peo- guawaly 

|| ple. Ger. 22. 25. Iwill not let thee go — 

' fill thou bleſs meX, it Deum. 
2, By its Gracious Returns: When |; 

the tree of the promiſe 1s ſhaked by ! 

| the hand of prayer, ſome fruit falls, ' 

Job 33.25. He ſhall pray unto God and 

he will be favourable unto him.Prayer 


is the Golden fleet the Saints fend * 9:9 


out to Heaven, which comes home jr, ies * 


richly laden with mercy *. Some- penetrans 
| times God gives his people the ſame 7777 "* 
| mercy in kd that they beg, x Sam. aug, in 

I, 27, For this Child I praid, and the Sm, 


C 4 Lord 


- + ® þ] 
| 17.11%, Cialt out Devils, Adat. 17., A000 * 
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Lord hath given me my petition.Some- 
times God gives them that which is 
better than they ask 3 they pray for 
Temporal things, and he gives them 
Spiritual; they pray for more health, . 
and he gives them more grace; they 
defire the veziſon,and inſtead of that, 
he gives them the bleſſig; lo he pays 
themina better coyn. That which 
makes the prayer of a righteous man 
{o excellent and available is, 
1.Becauſe his Atfections are drawn 
forth ſtrongly in prayer z his eyes 
melt, his heart burns : He 1s fervext 
zn ſpirit, Rom 12,11, It is a Metaphor 
alludes to water, que ebul/it pre ar- 
dore.which boils over; a good heart 
boils aver with hot Afﬀedctions iq 
prayer; there may be powder in a 
Gun when there 1s no firez ſome may 
have good matter in prayer, but no 
fire of affection to diſcharge its 
Prayer without fervency,is like wine 
that hath Joſt the Spirits; Fervency 
{ a8 Ambroſe faith) baptizeth a any, 
an 
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and gives it a name* ; without this, * Oper 
prayer is no prayer : A righteous man raven 
| 1scarricd upto heaven in a Fiery Cha- 

'- riot of Devotion : This holy Fer- , anti 
vency is cauſed by the Spirit of God, $;,iews 
which both indites and inflames the ſan#xs , 
Saints prayers. Kom. 8. 26. The ſpirit 7", 
helps us with ſighs and groans © : Not tanquay 
only gifts, but groans 3 and ſurely 4/* cber- 
the incenſe of a righteous mans pray- angie 4;- 
er with the holy Ghoſts fire put to gitus Dei 
it, muſt needs aſcend as a ſweet g"** {**- | 
perfume to Heaven, _. Proſper. 

9, A righteous mans prayers are 
ſo excellent, becauſe he ſprinkles 
faith in every prayer *:3 Pſal. 25,1 2, 999% 5: 
Unto thee, O Lord, do T lift up my "9m 
Soul, O my God Tiruſt in thee. Fauh 
Is the breath of prayer; as the budy 
cannot live without breath, ſo prayer 
cannot live unleſs faith breathes in it; 

Faith is the bullet which is ſhot in 

Prayer ; a believing Prayer can ob- , ,,,, .. 
tain any thing from God *: It js re- rarm niji 
ported of a Nobleman of this Nati revwem: 


e 
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on, that the Queen gave hima Ring, 
and told him that when he was in | 
any ſtreighr, Jet him ſend that Ring ' 
to her, and ſhe would relieve him, | 
To this Ring I compare Prayer, 
when a child of God ſtands in need 
of any thing, he ſends this Ring to 
God, and preſents it by the hand of 
faith ; and hath his delires granted, 
Mat. 21.22. 

3. A righteous mans prayers are 
ſo excellent, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt | 
preſents them to his father: Prayer 
as 1t comes irom the Godly 1s mixed 
with ſin, but Chriſt takes out the 
drofs of their Prayers, and preſents 
nothing but pure Gold ; he dips the 
Prayers of the righteous in his blood, 
and mingles them with his ſweet 
Odours*, and fo they are to God 


* moſt fragrant and aromatical : A 


weak Prayer being laid upon Chriſt 
as the Altar, the Altar ſanctifies it ; 
Chriſt praying over a Saints prayer 
makes 1t prevalent, both 1n _ 
) 
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, | of his office, as he is a Prieſt, and his 

1 | relation as he isa Son, and his werzt 

z | ashe is God, | 

, | 9. The Tears of a righteous man 

, | are more excellent: Holy tears are 

| | the coſtly gum which diſtills from 

> | the trees of Righteouſneſs : Mary 

f | Magdalen ſtood at Chriſts teet wee- 

ping. Lk. 7.38. Her Tears dropped as 

pearls from her eyes *; the tears of * Lachry- 
the wicked are good for nothing, ”* Yr 
© | they are either carmal 3 they weep eng a 
: | for worldly loſſes; or ſpurioxs, they 4 obii- 


x 
_—_— 


nent. 


are more troubled for Hell than Sin 5 poter 
> | Conſcience is in an agony, there is 

3 | water in their eyes, becauſe there 

> | 1s fire in their bones : But the tears 

of a true Penitent are more prect- 

: | ous, they drop from the eye of Hope, 

| | they are purifying Tearsz the holy 

' Mourner weeps out fin; theſe tears 

are the Wine of Angels *; Luk. 15. 

| 19. So precious they are that God * Vinun 
| bottles them, P/zl. 56. $, Put thou 325-4 
wy tears in thy bottle : In the Hebrew pers. 
Ex | it 
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«95ny27 It is, wy Tear *; to ſhow that God 


* Pſal. 6. 


takes notice of every Tear. Holy 
Tears though they are filent, yet 
they have a voice *. | 
Irterdum lachryme pondera vocis 
habent. | 
Though they fall to the Earth, yet 
they reach Heaven : Tears dropping 
from the Saints eyes are as ſweet 
water dropping from the Roles. 
Io. The life of a righteous man 
!s more excellent, 
1, For Spiritualneſs. 
2, For Uſctulnels. 
17, For Spiritualneſs ; and that 


_ three ways : 


I. He lives by a more Spiritual 
Rale than others, A ſinner either 
lives by no zule, or by a faiſe ; he 
walks "71 alwye Ty X00us» according fo 
the courſe of the world, Ephel. 2, 2, 
But a righteous man goes by the 
Canon of Scripture, as a well made 
Dial goes exactly. by the Sun : Gods 
Word is the Oracle he conſults with, 

tis 
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*tis his pillar of Fire or Pole-ſtar to 


direct. him, Pſal. 119, 105. Thy Word 


| #5 a Lanthorutomy feet : The Word 


is a divine Pandect , - 'tis a Model 
and Platform of Gods mind ©, to BF gg 
which a pious man conforms his 3 4- 
actions, both Moral and Sacred g urges 
he will not reſolve his faith into 
Councils or Fathers *, nor will he 
follow - the Examples of the bet REES 
men further than they follow the v=c#e: 
Word; wap 
2. A righteous man lives more * © 
Spiritually as he lives a Ifte above 
others; whereas they live no higher 
than Reaſon *, The juſt lives by Faith, * Xibil 
Heb.1o, 38, A righteous man moves - 
in an higher Sphere, he penetrates cm. 
the Clouds, Moſes ſaw him who js 
inviſcble,Heb.11. 27. Senſe and Rea- 


ſon are too low of ſtature to ſee 


' Chriſt; Faith climbs up, ot into 


the Tree as Zacheus , but withsn the 

Vail *, and there fees Jefus : An ho» * geb.s. 

ly perſon ſends out t aith as a Spy 19+ 
b : LO 
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to view the land of Promiſe ; Faith 

unties ditiiculties, Rome. 4. 18, Who 

against hope believed in Hope : Againſt 

the hope of ſenſe, Abraham believed 

in hope of the Promiſe ; faith anti- 

cipates future things, and makes 

them preſent: When God told 

Abraham what a glorious Country 

he would give him. Abrahamlooked 

upon It as if it had been actually 

done, and he had taken /ivery and 

'* Super. ſeiſtn *# : Faith can live upon God 

funt nobs jn the deficiency of vilible comforts, 

- rang , Hab.3.17. Although the Fig-tree doth 

fiitir fides, not bloſſom , yet I will rejoyce in the 

Sawing Lord: A righieous man believes that 

Arai it God will fave him trom he//, he will 

=ir. Jac, ſave him from wart; it he will give 

"OR him a kingdom, he will not deny 
him daily bread. 

2. A righteous man lives more 

ſpiritually, as he ſhows forth more 

: of the power of Holineſs in his life 

Kato than others; he is a pattern of Piety *, 

Menand, Pſal. 106. 15. Aaron the Saint of the 

Lord : 
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Lord: his ſan&tiiy adorned him more 
than his Mitre or Linnen Garments : 
a Moraliſt may Jive as a man, but he 
who is regenerate lives the life of 
Chriſt,; Joh.2.6. * The Macedonians * Vera 
on the birth-day of Alexander did rows ne 
wear Alexander's picture about their guem co- 
necks, ſet with Gold and Pearl : {. La. 
So the righteous carry the lively 
picture of Chriſt in their holy Ex- 
ample ; they live ſo devoutly as if 


| they had ſeen the Lord with bodily 


, 2 

2, The life of a righteous man is : 

more excellent for Uſefulneſs * ; He ſui fn 
is a bleſſing in the midſt of the Land, yum. 
Iſa. 19. 24. He ſpends and 7s ſpent 

for Chriſt * 3 he had rather wear ont, * 2 Cor: 


than ruſt : I2, 15» 
Nec propter- vitaue vivendi perdere , 
ro 
canſam.”,  Ronolds; 


The jives of the wicked are a#- 
profitable , therefore compared to 
chaff, Mat. 3 11. and hurtful, there- 
fore comparcd to thorns, Mica, 7. 4. 
KOEN But 
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But a righteous manis like the Bee or 


Silkworm, working for the good of | 


* Sicut ſe others *: It comforts me (laid wor- 
arte , thy Jewel ) that T have exhauſted my 
ad operari. ſelf in the labours of my Holy Calling. 


Aquin. A good man hangs between theſe | 


two as a Needle between two Load- 
ſtones, longing to be with Chriſt, and 
love of doing ſervice. 

1, A righteous man 1s helpful to 
the bodies of others: He 1s a Tempo- 


ral Saviour ; he hath oneeye ſhut to | 


wink at the failings of others, and 
another eye open _ to ſpy their 
* Minus wants* : He is like the Heaven dif- 


paupers fuling his influence.,and ſending down | 


rd a his ſilver drops of charity 3 he 1s a 
cum. {taffe to the lame, bread to the hun- 
Ret. Rav. ory * 5 he puts under a golden 
dono nun- Crutch to ſupport others when they 
«619g are falling, It 1s reported of the 
exivit ege. Young Lord Harrington, that he gave 


»s;,Amb, the tenth part of his yearly Reve- 


nue to charitable uſes:: As Adary | 


brought her ſweet Ointments to 
| anoint 


—— 
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anoint Chriſts dead body; fo a gra- 
cious ſoul brings his oyntments of 
Charity to anoint the Saints which 
are Chriſts living body : 'A good 
man judiciouſly conſiders how he 
himſelf lives upon Contribution 3 
the earth enricheth him with veins 
of Silver, crops of Corn: One 
Creature brings him Wool , 
another Oyl , another Silk ; 
and as every Creature conſpires for 
his good, ſo he ſtudies to lay out 
himſelf for the good of others. 
Jam. 2.17. Faith if it hath not works 
is dead: Faith ſanftifies works, and 
works teſtifie faith : A Believer with 
one hand receives Chriſts Merits, 
with the other relieves his Members; 
and he not only gives to the neceſ- 
fities of the poor, but gives ſreely 
Demt. 15. 10, Charity drops fron 
him as myrrh from the Tree. He 
doth not put his Alms among his 
deſperate Debts; he 1s thanktul that 
God hath made him in the number 

D - 
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; 0 ce of givers, and not receivers *, 
a E535 Ecleemo- : *S 
ſus ; incipe erogare, fi now v4 errare. Auguſt, 


2. A righteous man 1s helpful to 
the Sorls of others : He who pities 
his Neighbour's Ox when it 1s fallen 
into a pit, doth much more pity his 
Neighbours Soul that is falling into 
hell; he doth counſel the ignorant, 
confirm the weak, reduce the wan- 
dring , Convert the ſinner from the 
error of his way, Jam. 5. 20. 
3, A righteous man is helpful to 
a Kingdom 3 He ſtands as a Screen 
between it and the fire of Gods 
wrath, Pſal. 106. 23: Therefore he 
ſaid he would deſtroy them, had not 
Moſes his ſervant ſtood before him in 
the breach to turn away wrath from 
them. When a breach 1s made in the 
wall of a Caſtle, Soldiers ſtand in 
that breach till the enemy be beaten 
back; ſo when the wrath of God 
was coming againſt 7/rae!, Moſes ſtood 
in the breach , and by his prayers 
kept 
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kept it off, The' Saints are the 
Atlaſſes that bear up a Nation from 
ſinking 3 the Poets fained of He@For, 
' aslong as he lived Troy could not be 

- demoliſhed : P/al. 75.3. T bear up 
the Pillars: St. Ambroſe was called 
the wall of Ttaly, Lot while in $0- 
dom, kept off the fire, Ger. 19. 22. 
Haſt thee, eſcape to Zoar, for I cannot 
ao any thing till thoy be come thither. 
A wicked Nation is oft reprieved 
for the righteous fake: The Tares 
are ſpared for the Wheat ſake, 


11, The Death of a righteous 
man is more excellent : Death comes 
with an Habeas corps, Plal. 29. 48. 
What tan is he that liveth and ſhall 
ot ſee death £ Grace it ſelf gives 


no charter of exemption from it * ; * 3% wan. 
An carthen pot though full of Gold ?* 


filled with the goiden Graces are 
not! freed from breaking by death: 
[) 2 but 


0s » 
- Sm9vio * 
may break ; The righteous who are ,, G-. 


earthen weſſels ©, though they are Menand. 
je y 5 y * 2Cor.y4. 
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but their death is precious, Pſalz 
I16.15, 

Wicked men like Hawks are ſet 
high upon a pearch, vervel d with 
Jingling bells, but then comes their 
paſſing-bell and calls them away, 
and when they die, there 1s no mils 

of them; their life was ſcarce worth 
a prayer , nor their death worth a 
tear; the wicked die in their ſins, 
Joh 8.21. Death to them 1s but 7»- 
ferni porta, a trap-door to let them 
into hell. 
But when a righteous man dies , 
his ſins die with him; the pale face 
of death looks ruddy, being ſprink- 
led with the blood of the Lamb. 
When a Believer hath death in his 
Body , he hach Chriſt in his Soul; 
the day of his death is his Aſcenſion- 

. 24ers day to heaven*: The death of a 


ſantss et _—. p : 

mera labo- SAINT 1S precious, 

rem, depoſs- 

tio ſarcine peccatorum , ©& Tranſitns ad meliorem vitam 
Rivet, 


I. 
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I. To God; The right-21s are 
ſaid to be gathered Iſa. 57.1. * 2m paapay 
ner # carryed away in 4 ſtorm Job 27. 
20, the righteous is gathered as we 
gather precious fruic and candy it 
| So greatly doth God value the death 
of a Saint, that he makes inquiſttion 
for. every drop of his blood, Pſalm 
9. 2. 

2. His death is precious to the 
Saints ſurviving ; they follow his 
hearſe weeping,as David did Abner's, 

2 $a. 3. ZI, Though they know 
that when a godly man dies he is 
hxed in an higher and mote tran- 
ſparent Orb, yet they cannot but 
mourn at the fall of fuch a Star, *Tis 
a lamentation when God cuts down 
the Pillars of a Land; the great 
Cables and Anchors of a Ship being 
gone, there is danger of a Ship+ 
wrack, it preſageth a ſtorm coming 
when God hides his Jewels: Alter 
Anſtins death followed the ſacking 
of Hippo by the Goths and YVanaals. 
| D 3 Atter 
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| Aﬀeer the deceaſe of Paress.tell out 


the deſtruftion of Heidelberg : Hence 
it is that the Saints who are left be- 
hind, when they ſee ſuch as are the 
Glory of a Kingdom taken away by 


| a ſtroke of death, cannot but cry as 


Eliſha did, when Zlijah was parted 
from him, 2 King. 2. 12. My Father, 
219 Father, the chariot of Iſrael and 
the Horſmen thereof. The Saints living 
are afteted with the loſs of the 
godly, and carry them to their 


grave with a ſhower of tears. 


12. The Duſt of a righteous man 

18 more excellent: When the Bodies 
of the wicked are Jaid 1n the grave, 
there lies an heap of Cuſt to be tum- 
bled into hell; but the duſt of a 
righteous man is part of Chriſts my- 
{tical body; the duſt of a Saint ts 
united to Chriſt while it is in the 
grave : And as the duſt of Believers 
Is now excellent , 1o it will appear 
thorily in the ſight of Men and An- 
| oels:; 
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gels: Trajan's alhes were honoured 
. at Rome; fo the aſhes of the Saints 

at the Reſurrection ſhall be honour- 
ed when they ſhall be made like 
Chriſts glorious body * 5 in beauty, * Phil. 3, 
ſtrength, agility, immortality. on 
2, A righteous man 1s more ex- 
cellent than a wicked, in reſpect of 
what he Hath. 
1. He hath a more excellent 
Name: God himſelf embalmed Moſes 
name, and ſet a garland of Honour 
upon his hearſe, Joſh. 1. 2. Moles my 
Servant is dead: The Names of the 
righteous are regiſtred in the Sa- 
cred Records of Scripture,Prov. 10. 
7. The memory of the juſt is bleſſed *, * uvitu 
The wicked leave their name for aps 
curſe, I[a.65. 15, How curſed is theuia. 
name of Judas! what Chriſtian would ©"? l 
baptize his Child of - that name? | 
— How adious are the names of Nero, 

Domitian, Bonner 2 When their bo- 
dies rot under ground, their names 
rot above ground : But by farth the 

D 4 Elders 
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Elders obtained a good report, Heb. 

11.2. How renowned was Moſes for 

his Meekneſs 3 Cornelizs for his 
* 5; quis AIms ! their Names ſend forth a fra- 
aro grant perfume in the Church of God 
vilipes. tO this day *, Pſal. 112. 6. The righ- 
dendam eons ſhall be had in everlafting re- 
Cr wa Prembrance. It may be laid of a gra- 
fir. concil. Ccious perſon as once of King Davzd, 
Gangren. x $4r1.19.30. His name was much ſet 
Can. 20. + - 
2% by*, A wicked man may leave a 


| » . . 
* WP preat Eſtate behind z A righteous 
Valde Ho- 
#-rificum. man leaves a good name. | 
Arias 2. A righteous man hath more 
ona excellent company ? 

1, He haththe Communion of Saints, 
297, HFil.119.63, I am companion * to all 
ukroyo- Them that fear thee; A good man 


eats Sept. clelights in a companion of his own 
A PRO" 
wn Speczes3 the Lamb cares not to be 


with the Wolf. If unawares a godly 
man lights into the company of the 
wicked, he fears either pollution or 
ſcandal,theretore makes haſte as out 
of an infected houſe : A righteous 
| man 
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man twiſts and incorporates among 
the Saints, he is Joined to Chriſts bo- 
dy myſtical, AF. 4,23. And being let 
go, they went to their own company, 
| _ 2. A righteous man hath commu- 
nion with God, 1 Joh, 1, 3. Our Fel- 
' lowſhip is with the Father and bis Son 
Jeſws *. A gracious ſoul hath ſweet ' #95 
intercourſe with Heaven; he goes to ———_ , 
God by prayer, and God comes to matio eris 
him by his ſpirit ; How happy is that '* ms 
perſon who hath the Angels to guard platione 
him, and God to keep him com- {:*ilme 
pany ! Eftius. | 
3. A righteous man hath more ex- 
cellent promiſes belong to him 5 what 
a ſinner hath, is rather by providence 
than by vertue of a prowiſezthe Saints 
are called Heirs of the promiſe, Heb.6. 
17. the Promiſes are prec:ozs, 2 Pet. 
1 4.* they are the beams of the Sun «p,y;,zs 
ot Righteouſneſs.the pleaſant ſtreams dives qui- 
' that run in tie paradiſe of Scripture: FF 
Behold a bleſled promite Row 3.28, Ds Ms 
AU things ſhall work for good 5 but to Art. 


whom? 


ghd q . 
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whom? to them that love God : All 
zercies {hall work for their good ; 
they ſhall be footſ(tools to lift up their 
hearts higher to Heaven, and all 
affliFions ſhall work tor their goods 
the rod ſhall be a divine penlil to 
draw Chriſts image more lively upon 
their ſouls : and there 1s another pro- 
miſe, Heb.13 5. Twill never leave thee 
zor forſake thee*. This promiſe be- 
longs to the heirs of Salvation; God 
will not leave his people, either to 
their ſtrong corruptions , or their 
weak graces; he will counſel them. in 
their doubts, ſupply them 1n their 
wants, defend them in their dangers, 
when they are moſt aſſaulted they 
{hall be moſt aſſiſted. How can God 
leave them? they are his ſpouſe, will 
a man leave his ſpouſe ? Thus the 
Saints have the Royal Charter of the 
Promiſes ſetled upon them : and theſe 
Promiſes as they are ſweet, ſo they 
are ſure : Men reckon their Wealth | 
not always by what ready money 

they 


TIP 


dan. 
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they have in their Houſes. but bytheir 
Bonds and Leaſes; a Chriſtians Eſtate 
lies moſt in bonds and bills of Gods 
hand ſealed with his Oath *: What age 6. 
better ſecurity can there be? af bas 
4. A righteous man hath more ex- 
cellent freedom. Pſal. 119, 45. And I 
will walk at liberty : Another 1s capa- 
ble of czvil freedom 5 he may be a 
Roman born; but he is {till enflaved 
to his /xſts * 3 but a righteous perſon , _h 
is Gods freeman, 1 Cor.7. 21. hisneck na ras 
is out of the Devils yoke he is freed Vii te wi- 
from the law of ſin, Rom. 8, 2. he hath | $i 
Gods free ſperit, Plal. 51. 12, which mancyj-* 


makes him free and chearful in”; & 


titaef, 


his obedience 3 the will is not com-4,;q,./4 


peled but changed; a regenerate per- qu# aur 
ſon is drawn indeed by the Spirit, 12 
but ſweetly, as one is drawn into a ans 2 
garden of ſpices by the fragrancy of Mornzus 


their ſmell; he is drawn to Chrilt as 


_ one Is drawn with anothers beauty ; 


lo that while he is drawn he is free : 


2 righteous ſoul cþooſeth the ways of 
| God, 


4 4 The Righteous Mans Excellency» 
God, Pſal.115. 30. and what greater 
act of treedom than an act oi choice? 
And a Saint cannot have his ſpiritual 


freedom taken from kim; while he 


ſuffers in priſon, his conſcience is moſt 
free; in ſhort, he is made free of a 
Company, the innumerable company of 
Angels, Heb.12.22. 

5. A righteous man hath more ex- 
cellent food: Cirnaliſts feed only on 
earthly proviſion, he feeds on hea- 
venly ; He zraſts how ſweet the Lord is, 
Pſal 34.8. He feeds on Gods love, 
this is the hidden manna; he eats 
Chriſts fi-(h, which not only begets 
life, Joh. 6. 33. but prevents death, 


Joh, 6. 509. This is the bread which: 


cometh down from heaven. that a man 
* 3 do. 2249 eat of it and not die* : That 1s, 
gra not die the ſecond death; other bread 
%%, May nauſeate or cauſe ſurfeit , but 
Bragenf. there 1$ no excels here, we cannot eat 
too much of the bread of life, we 
cannot have too much of Chriſt, as 
one cannot have too much health; Oh 
what excellent food is this, God him- 


ſelf 1s in this chear, "6, A 


- 


""_ 
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6. A righteous man hath more ex- 
cellent armour 5 viz, the armonr of 
light, Rom. 13.12. this is armour of 
| Gods making, Epheſ. 6.16. and the 
Lord with his armour gives ſtrength: 
Alexander might give a coward his 
armour, but he could not give him 
his courage 3 but God infuſcth a ſpi# 
rit of magnanimity into his people, 


hurt him, 1 Joh. $. 18. That wicked 


.| owe toucheth him not: That is, TaFn 


lethali, with a deadly touch , faith 


It may be ſhot at, but it cannut be ſhot 
thorough; this ſpiritual armour is 
not burdenſome, a Chriſtian may run 


armour of God, the more it is ſtruck 
at the ſtronger it is; the more faith is 
aſſaulted, the more vigorous it ts; the 

| more 


Cajetan - Grace is armour of proof, 


his race in it as well as fight * : The1 Cor. 9. 


45 


with his armor he conveys ſtrength *, * Dew 
2 Cor.12.9. My firength is made per-'t1, 
fe@F in weakneſs: A Chriſtian having puguar. 
on Gods armour, and going forth i £ftius- 
the power of his might * , nothing can« py, 6. 


10s 


24. 
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more zeal is oppoſed the hotter it is; 
this excellent armour makesa Chriſti- 
an ſtedfaſt in Religion; Hypocrites 

__.., wear Chriſts colours, but want his | 
.Fric)3; armour, therefore fall away: Thef 
palme pre- righteous man never glves over the 
tum vit- Sviritual combar, till the trophies are 
orth 14, 
Vicg, Z£n,v ung up, and the palm-branches are 
L.5.carm. put in his hand in token of victory *. 
TO 7. A righteous man hath more ex- 
cellent hopes : 
Credula witam Spes fovet, & | 
melins cras fore, ſemper ait. 
A finners hope is in this lite 5 he hopes 
to encreaſe his Eſtate, he makes the 
weds of gold his hope 3 *tis a periſhing 
hope, Prov.Tl.7. | 

But the righteous mans hope ex- 

cel!s, his hope is in Chriſt, his hope 
is both an helmet, 1 Thel. 5.8. and] 
an anchor, Heb. 6.19. while he is 
fighting with tentation, hope is an 
helmet; while he 1s upon the waters 
of attiiction, hope 1s an anchor ; the 
anchor of a Ship is caſt downwards. 

the 


- 
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the anchor of the Soul is caſt up- - 
wards in heaven; a Saints hope is a 
purifying hope, 1 Joh, 3. 3« a death- 

| bed hope, Prov.14+ 33- * a Soul-com- * Aga- 
| forting hope, Tit. 2, 13. Looking for tham 


AHartyrem 


| that bleſſed hope , and the glorions ap* ferun, 


pearing of the great God, and our Sa- perſecutori - 
viour. When Chriſt was in the fleſh, —_ 
he appeared as a ſurety, now In hea-jw zuſſu 


ven he appears as an advocate , and?7*i/z 
unt Ma - 


when he comes in the Clouds he will;,jg.,) 


appear as a Judg; a righteous maniif , 


hopes for this blelſed appearing , ny * 


when Chriſt ſhall vindicate his Saints7aue, 
from all unjuſt calumnies, and open]y membrun 


illud in me 


acquit them in the Court. nm 
; It. guod in 
matre ſuxifl; ? Verim age, lavi quantum fpoteris, duz tamer: 
ſuperſuntemamille quas nequts attingere, fidei una, ſpe alters. 
Beyerlinck., Apothegm. Chryiftian. 
9. A righteous man hath more ex-- 
cellent joys: Religion doth not re- 
train but refine his joy 3 what is the 
joy of a ſinner ! he takes joy in corn 
and wine, he ſucks from the flower 
of pleaſurez alas, what is this to the 
Joy 


! 
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joy of the righteous? Rom.5.11. We 

*,avys joy in God*. This joy ariſeth from the 

per. © pardon of fin, the fir{t-fruits of the 

ſpirit, the przlibation and fore-taſt 

of glory 3 the gleanings of this hea- 

venly joy, are better than the vin- 

tage of carnal joy : Plato told the 

Mufitians, That Philoſophers could 

dine and ſup without them, much 

more a Believer can be merry in the 

Lord, without the ſupplement of 
worldly comforts. 

1. It is a more z-ward joy,P/al.4.7. 

* Sali Thou haſt put gladneſs in my heart *, 

mibj cor. Other joy lies more in the ſurface, it 

Pau pleaſeth theſenſes,*tis like theParadiſe 

the Turks dream of, where they ſhall 

have all dainty diſhes ſerved in, they 

« Place AVE gold in abundance, ſilken and 

gaudio purple apparel, and angels their ſer- 

animz wvyitors bringing them red wine'in fi]- 

_ *ver cups; this delights the fancy and 

wn video the ſenſes, but divine joy cheers the 

Cen. _Cconſcience*. Acolampadins on his 

ron, Cant {lick-bed, when they asked him, if he 

wanted 
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wanted any light? putting his hand 
to his heart, ſaid, Hic ſat Iucis, Here 
T have light enough : The Saints joy 
being inward ſweetens affliction , 1t 
turns their water ixtto wine * 5 1 Theſ, * 48. 9. 
1.6. Having received the word in much 1, par 
affliction with joy. Theodoret when wasiya; 
he was on the Rack, in the mid(t of hwy 
his Torments ſaid, He did find no ulter@ 
anguiſh; and when they togis,;him iJovie- 
down from the Rack, he copjplain- ** 
ed they did him wrong in ſo doing, 
for (faith he) all the while 1 was on 
the Rack, Ithought there was one 
in white, an Angel ſtood by, which 
wiped off the ſweat, and I found 
much ſweetneſs, which now I have 
loſt, 
2, It is a more anmixed joy. 
Worldly joy is uſually ſpiced with 
ſome bitterneſs; guilt eclipſeth ft, 
Prov. 14. 13. In laughter the heart is 
| forrowfu! : One may drink worm- 
wood 1n a golden+-cup; but the joy 
of the righteous like David's Harp 
ED drives 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
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drives away ſadneſs ; it gives honey 
without gall 3 it hath no allay or 
umbrage. | 

3- ' The joy of the righteous 1s 
more dyrable, Other joy 1s like a 
flower which withers while you are 
ſmelling to it. IT have read of a Ri- 
ver in America, which runs 1n the 
day with a full Torrent, butit is dry 
at niger :” The comforts of the world 
run Tngly in the day of health.,and 
profperity, but at the night of death 
they are dried up; but as joy abounds 
in the godly, ſo it abides : Joh. 16. 
22. Tour joy no tan taketh from you: 
Divine joy is but begun in this life, 
it is perteed in glory 5 here 1s 
but the tuning of the inſtrument, 
the ſweet conſort is reſerved for hea- 
ven; here the Saints do but lip of 
the cup, ,there they ſhall drink of 
the rivers'6f divine pleaſure for ever- 
more, P/al.'16. 11. 

3. A righteous man is more ex- 
cellent than a wicked, in reſpect of 
| what 


. come of the pride of Babyloz , the wn. Juni- 
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what he Shal/ Have : He ſhall have - © 
'a better reward 3 both righteous 
and wicked are rewarded, but there 
is a vaſtdifference; the wicked ſhall 
have a reward of puniſhment, the 
righteous of mercy, Pal. 58, 11. $0 
that a man ſhall ſay, verily there is. 2 
reward for the righteows « They ſhall 
be rewarded with a Kingdow, Luke 
I2.32, * The heighth of mens ambi- * xo» 
tion is a Kingdom ; Earthly King- £44" 


we : ed celefte 
domes are corruptible. What is be- ; perpetis- 


Pl us. 


| ' glory of Athens, the pomp of Troy *? x", 

' they lie buried in their own ruins : ſege: e# 

| But the Kingdom of Heaven cannot yo | 

' be ſhaken, Heb.12;28. it runs parallel” 
with Eternity : In that bleſſed King- 
dom we ſhall have a transforming 
| fight of God, 1 Joh. 3.2, We ſhall be 
| like him: As a” Pearl by the beams 

of the Sun becomes bright and radi- 

ant like the Sun 3 Gods terror ſhall 
be then laid aſide, Majeſty in God 

. ſhall appear , but Majeſty ſhining 

| E 2 with 
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with Beauty , and ſweetned with 
Love; This will be #»ſpeakable and 
Full of glory. 

And this reward is near at hand, 
Rom. 13.11. Now #« our Salvation 
nearer than when we believed. When 
Columbas his men were weary of their 
Voyage, he defired them to go on 
but three days longer ; they did ſo, 
and diſcovered America. While the 
righteous fail upon the waters of 
Atiiiction, this may comfort them in 
their Voyage, it 1s but going a little 
further, and they will ſee Heaven 3 
there the Tree of Lite grows, and 
the cryſtal ſtreams flow from Leba- 
20n ; the Saints Salvation 1s now 
nearer than upon the birth-day of 
their faith, 

Thus I have beaten cut this Gold 
in the Text into the Leaf, and ſhown 
you Wherein the Righteous )s more 
excellent than his Neighbour. 


2. The ſccond thing is, Why a 
righteous 
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righteous man is more excellent than 
another ? 


The Reaſon. is in reſpe& of that 
.near relation he ſtands in to Chriſt. 


: | IT, There is Conſunguinity he is 
- brother to Chriſt, Heb. 3. 11. Chriſt 
partakes of his fleſh, and he partakes 
of Chriſts Spirit. | 
| 2, There is Unity; a righteous 
man is one with Chriſt, as the mem- 
bers are one with the head, Epheſ.1- 
22, 23, Then ſurely the righteous 
muſt needs have a ſurpaſſing dignity. 
It Chriſt be a prediozs cormer-ſtone, 
I'Pet. 2.6. thoſe Lzvely flones mult 
needs be precious! which are built 
| Upan him, : 


Oe 1 . See from hence what it Is ,,;. .. 
that raiſeth the price of a perſon, . it fog: 
is righteouſneſs; this puts a glory _ 
and excellency upon him, He that $ OT 


is | (rapeiegs | is worthleſs, Prov.10.20. 
E 3 The ) 


{| 
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The heart of the wicked is little worth: 

But righteouſneſs makes the heart 

like the Heaven beſpangled with 

Stars: The Graces are compared to 

Chains of Gold,for their value, Cant. 

T. 10, and to zyrrh and caſſza for 

their fragrancy, Cart.4.13. As the 
precious ſtones did ſhine upon Aa- 

ror's breſt-plate 3 ſo doth righte- 
ouſneſs ſhine in the eyes of God and 
Angels. What made Chriſt admire 

the Woman of Canaar, but her Gra- 

ces! Great is thy faith, Mat. 15 .28. 

Chriſt was more taken with that, 

than with all the goodly buildings 
*Luk.21. of the Temple *. God eſteems not 
* the better of any man becauſe he is 

rich or noble, or embelliſhed with 
worldly Ornaments, it is righteouſ- 

" Summa neſs advanceth him * : Righteoul- 
<1 .3;z_ neſs is to the Soul as the Diamond 
ra,clarumto the Ring , as Light to the 
* vins- World, which beſpangles and adorns 


#ibus, 8 
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paragement to any perſan to be 
righteous, ſ-eing it caſts a ſplendor 
and renown on hjm, and makes him 
more excellent than others: Some 


_ are loth to eſpouſe Religion, be- 


cauſe they think it will be a ſtain 
to their reputation 3 but you ſee how 
righteouſneſs doth emblazon ones 
Scutcheon, and give him a fuper- 
eminency above others. - Novarinus 
relates of an ancient King who in- 
- ited a company of poor Chriſtians, 
and ſet them above ſome of his No- 
bles; and being ask'd why he ſhowed 
ſo much reſpect to men of ſuch mean 
birth and extra ? he replied,I muſt 
needs honour theſe as the Chitaren 
of the high God, they will be Kings 
and Princes with me in another 
world, Theodoſizs thought it a grea- 
ter renown to be Membrum Chriſtz, 
than Caput Tmperii; a Member of 
:Chriſt, than the head of an Empire. 
[The righteous are highly in favour 
E 4 with 


VE, 55 
2 Br. Learn then that it 1s no dif- 2-#ranc. 


"36 The Righteous Mans Excellency: 

*- with God,and he hath enrolled their . 

names in the Book of Lite, Ph3l.4.3.1t 

was a cuſtom among the Rozyans to 

write down the names of their Sena- 

tors in a Book, therefore they were 

called Patres Conſcripti ; this is the 

honour of the righteous, their names 

are written among the Courtiers of 

Heaven. Believers in regard of their 

myſtical Union with Chriſt, have 

a kind of excellency above the An- 

gels, the Angels are Morning Stars, 

Job 38.7. but theſe are Clothed with 

*Rev. 12. the Sun * : Can it be any ſhame to be 

1. liſted among the Saints, when God 

#s not aſhamed to be called their God © 
Heb.11.16. "y | 


3- Branch. 2 By, See what high thoughts 
God hath of the righteous, he looks 
upon them more excellent than 

* zÞ:y 78 others, and his judgment is beſt 

$49: worth prizing * 3 The Saints have 

To3u76- low thoughts of themſelves, . they 

74%&7- * overlook their own worth. like Moſes 


Chr, 
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. who wiſt not that his- face ſhined, 


puts away the wicked like þ1. 


Exod.34.29. The eye though beau- 
tiful,doth not ſee it ſelf; yet as low 
thoughts as the righteous have of 
themſelves, God hath high thoughts 
of them, 1ſa. 43. 4. Since thou waſt 


precious in my ſight thou ha 


been honourable*. The Lord *' D729] Te map- 
ni facio, VYata- 


droſs, Plal. 119. 119. The 


_ greateſt man in the world wanting 


= 


. never the better, - it, ſends 
-farth noiſome vapours, 


holineſs, is res nihili, like Naaman, 
who was Captaiz of the Kings hoſt, 


aud a mighty man of valour, but he 
, was 4 Leper, 2 King. 5. 1. A wicked 


man may be higher than others 1n 
Nobillity and woridlyGran- , —_— 
dure * : a dunghil is higher ,,,,, jar; honvr, 


than other ground, but it is qui nullimseſt pom- 
ers Fumus, Aug. 
de civ- Dei lib.s. 


| But God ſets an high eſtimate upon 
the righteous, and that appears by 
beſtowing more excellent Titles up- 
on them than upon any others. 
| 1.*God 


Ls 


E Splen- 
dere. 


© Tertul, 


® Pretto. 
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The Righteous Mans Excellency. 

1, God calls them his Fewels, al. 
3:17. he laid his beſt Jewel to pawn 
for them : They are Jewels, 

1. For their ſparkling quality* ; 
they ſhine in Gods eye: TheSaiats 
have animas Angelificatas, a kind of 
angelical brightneſs, as one of*the 
Ancients expreſlſeth it *. 

2. They are Jewels for their Price*: 
Diamonds (ſaith Pliny) were not 


known a long time but among Kings 


and Emperors; the price of a Saint 
is above cthers *; Prov. 28,5. Better 
3s the poor that walketh in his upright- 
neſs, than he that perverteth his ways, 
though he be rich. | 

2. God calls the righteous h3s 
hidden ones, Plal.83.3. they are hid- 
den, firſt, for their i»viſebility; their 
excellency 1s not known to many ; 
the world can ſee their 1nfirmity , 
not their eminency 3 a Saint hath 
that internal Glory as cannot be 
beheld by a carnal eye; the fair 


face is hid under a vail. 2. The 
righ- 
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righteous are hidden for their ſafety; 
Diamonds are hid in the Rock, fo 
the Saints life is hid in Chriſt,the rock 
of Ages, Col. 3.3- 

3. God calls the righteous the ex- 
cellent of the earth, Plal.16.2. Or the 
2agnificent,as Junius renders it; they 
are the ſpiritual Phcznixes, they are 
thecream and flower of the Creation; 


they are purior pars mmund;z.the purer 


part of the world, dowble-refined, 
Zach.13.,9. 
4. God calls them veſſels of Hon- 


our, .2 Tim, 2, 21. though they are 


earthen veſſels, yet they have heaven- 


with the wine of the Spirit, Epheſ. 
5. 18, Though they are ſcowred 


- with afflition, yet it 1s to make them 


brighter, Dan.12.10. 
5. God calls them the apple of his 


eye 1s the tendereſt part of the eye, 


ege, Lach. 2.8.* The apple of the « = 


% 


ly treaſure in them; they are filPd ' 


charius 
to expreſs Gods tenderneſs of them, _ , 
faith Sal/vian. God cannot endure to Druſius, 


have his eye-ball touched. 6,God 


37. 


: 
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6. God calls them his Portov, 
«£I*1 Demt. 32.9.* as if his riches lay in 
them: A man ſeals a bag of Money 
_ for his uſe: ſo the Lord ſeals his peo+ 
ple as his portion with a double ſeal, 
the one of EleFjor, 2 Tim. 2. 19, the 
other of aſſurance, Epheſ. 1.13. 
7. God calls them his Plant of re- 
, 0s nown *, Ezek. 24.19. he hedgeth in 
Pio, this noble plant with his protection, 
waters it with the filver-drops of his 
Ordinances, blefleth the ſpringing of 
it, adorns it with fruit, tranſplants 
it into the heavenly Paradiſe where 
it grows continually in the ſweet 
Sun-ſhine of his favour. 

8. God calls them joint-heirs with 
Chriſt, Rom. 8. x7. Jeſus Chriſt 1s a 
rich Heir, Joh.16.15, He 1s Lord of 
all. Gal.4.1. Heb. 1.2. and the Saints 
are guyxanegropuer XEts they 20 ſha- 
rers with Chriſt. 

9, God calls them the Luminaries 
of the World : They give light by 
their precepts and example 3 P4zl.2- 

15, 
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15- Among whom ye ſhine #s Lights 
in the world: Lot was a bright Star 
in Sodom; the world would be 
dark, were It not for the children of 
light *. 1 Thel. 5. 
10. God calls them a peculiar peo- _ 
ple, 1 Pet; 2.9. he hath taken them 
out of the world as out of the wild 
foreſt, and encloſed them to himſelf 
by a decree; or, (as the Greek carries 
Wi) they are aus is meemeiyoy, 4 Pur- 
chaſed people; the righteous are the 
purchaſe of Chriſts blood , he will 
not loſe his purchaſe. 
I1, God calls them a* Kingdom o " 
Prieſts, Exod. I946., £7 TW es 
| | \— _ 
les conſecravit Deus hinc fit ut ſacerdotes: © quia omuia ſubyecis 
pedibus eorum, hinc fit at reges voceutur, Cameron. 


I. They are Kings.they have their 
Throne, Rev. 3.21. and white Robes, 
Rev. 6. 11. Robes f(ignifie their Dig- 
nity, and hte their Sanity. 

2. They are Prieſts. The Prieſt- 
hood under the Law was honour- 

able, 


X 
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able, the Kings daughter was Wife 

to Jehoiada the Prieſt, 2 Chroz.22. 11, 

In ancient times, the Zgyptians choſe 

their Kings out of their Prieſts 3 the 
Saints are conſecrated to be Prieſts to 

offer up to God the Euchariſtical ſa- 
crifice of praiſe and thankſgiving in 
Heaven. | 

12. God calls them @ crow# of glo- 

+ Oantam ein. 7) 44 diadem in his band, 
Spantum en. 192" Ila. 62. 3. * that is (faith a 


rum bominum gloria, : 
ex quibus ſui regui learned Writer) they are ex- 


Depart cer 2 Ceeding eminent and renow- 
ned above other people; 

as the Crown is an Enlign of the high- 
eſt ſtate and honour ; nay, the Lord 
calls them expreſly, his Glory, Iſa. 46. 
13. Iſrael my glory; as it Gods glo- 
ry lay in his people : All which 
ſhews what an high eſtimate God 
puts upon the righteous, in giving 
them ſuch illuſtrious Titles of ho- 
nour, They are Princes in all land:. 
Ifa.45-16. Kings do miniſter to them, 
1ſa.60.10, yea Angels, Heb.1,1 4: m 

or 


actin ——_ 


= «= a... __F To. IRS 


A 
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Lord will give whole King- , _ PINE 
doms to ranſome them *, Iſa. py" roman, wede- 
43+ 3- I gave Egypt for thy Tor is: Baottien 
ranſome : That was when 2 > \op_ | 
God deſtroy'd Egypt in the 
Red Sea for the ſaving of T/rael ; 
nay, God gave his own Son to die for 
their ranſom, 1 Pet. I. 19. RF 

And if God eſteem ſo highly of 
his people now on earth, how much 
more will he value them when they 
are in heaven? If when the righte- 
ous are afftiFed,they are lo excellent, 
how much more when they are 
crowned 2 If when with the Emerald 
they have their Nevz, their | 
blemiſhes, theyare precious*; Ml, f 91g 6 para 
then how much more when ms 
all their imperfections ſhall ſed exigua ia lampas 
be done away ,and they ſhall 7/1. . Erorawie 
be preſented to the Father Kivet. PORE 
without ſpot and wrinkle! 

Epheſ. 5. 27. 1t Gold be valuable in 
the wedg and the oar, then how pre- 
cious is it when it is fully refined! If 

| wheat 
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wheat be excellent when it is mingled 
with chaff, then how much worth 
hath it when it is fanned and made 
pure ! If God reputes the righteous 
more excellent than others when 
confliting with infirmities; Oh how 
incomparably excellent and glori- 
ous will they appear in his eye, 
when they ſhall be clarified from 
all lees of corruption , and ſhall 
ſhine with knowledg as the air with 
light: It a man makes any account 
of his friend when he ſees him un- 
der diſtempers of body, which cauſe 
frowardnels, how much more will 
he prize him when he ſees him in 
perfe& health, and his fpirit is calm 
and ſedate. If God eſteem the righ- 
reous better than others in the pre- 
ſent junfture of time when they 
have their untoward paſlions, and 
fainting fits of unbelief, what will 
he do when they ſhall be perfectly 
holy , and as the Anpels of 
God ? | 


A. Bran. 
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4 Br. See the different eſteem 4 Franck. 
that God hath of the righteous, 
and that men _ - them: The 
men of the world eſteem 
lightly of the Saints * ; - _ y —_— 
they diſdain them, and J iPrefantia homi- 
ſcarce allow them half 9%” in##namr » 


an eye; they think, df | Pietas a tergo reyci- 
all things the people of 
God may be beſt ſpared, 


err, neque 614q4am 
veluti. in lancem aſ= 
ſeeudit, Cartwr. , 


they look upon them as the bur- 
den and reffuſe of the earth,1 Cor. 
4-13. We are made as the filth of the 


world, and are the off-ſcouring 


of all things unto this 
day* , The Apoſtles who 
were the eyes of the 
World , the breaſts of 
the Church, earthly An- 
gels . yet were counted 
by ſome like the Durg- 
cart, that goes through 
the City, into which 
every one throws his 
filth, The Saints are 
F 


* mopRadvdeutTa. 
Yann pm & 
feces. c. lap. The- 
odoret. Luftramen- 
tum. Ambrole. xs- 
eldLyua. Pulvy ve- 
F#1giorum, Laurenti- 
us. Greca (cholia di- 
cunt Tee nua, eſſe 
reticulum wel fro- 
phiolum quo ſudantes 
ſe abitergunt, Hiero. 
interpretatur, 9 uiſ- 
quilias. 


loaded 
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loaded with invectives, and are | 
not judged worthy to liye in the | 
world 3 A@&. 22.22. Away with 
ſuch a fellow from the earth, for it 
#s not fit that be. ſhould live. | 

Bur God puis another guilſe- 
rate and vaJue upon the righteous; 
he thinks the world is not worthy 
of them, Heb.14., 38 Of whors the 
world was not worthy: Hence it is 
he takes his children fo faſt away 
by death,and, placeth them among 


the righteous as his curious Nee- 
dle-work wrought . with. the fin- 
ger of the Holy Ghoſt, as the 2uun, 
and glory of the Creation. He 
would ſoon break up houſe in the 
World, were it not tor their ſakes. 


_of them, will: be beſt ſeen when 
he ſha]l ſeparate between the Pre- 
£0ws and the Y;/z, and ſhall ſay to 
the wicked, Go ze exrſed ; and to - 
the godlv, Come ze bleſſed. 

5 Er.. 


the Cherubims : God loaks upon | 


This excellent «{teem God hath | 
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5 Br See how dearly God lovess Branch. 
the righteous, and how near to his 
heart they lie > They are more ex- 
cellent ; the word excellent] car- 
ries affedion 1n it, Things we prize 
we love. The righteous are Gods 
Treaſure, Pſal. 135; 4- and where 
his Treaſure is, there is his heart : 
They are Gods delicious Garden, 
where he plants the flower of his 
oye. for _ G: Pra are the 
early beloved of his ſoul, , | 
Jer.12. 7.*They are his We OT RO 
Hephzi-bah, or darling, Tſar. 62. 
4. ? He engraves thew 
upon the palmes of his th 
hands, that they may be never out 
of his eye, 1ſa.49-16. He rejojzceth 
over them with joy, and reſts in his 
love.Zeph.3.179.It is no ordinary at- 
tection that God bears tothe righ- 
teous; the Sun ſhining upon @bar- 
ving-glaſs, lets on fire only the 
object which is near the glaſs; the 
F 2 beams 
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beams of Gods love are more in - 
tenfly enflamed towards them who 
are near him by grace 3 theſe have 
the ſtrength and ſpirits of his love 
diſtilled; he loveth them as he 
loveth Chriſt, Fo4.17.26. Indeed 
in one ſenſe Gods love to Chriſt 
and Believers is not alike; for 
Chriſt is loved purely for his own 
ſake, but Believers are loved for 
Chriſts ſake; yet in another ſenfe 
God the Father loves Believers as 
he loves Chriſt : It is the ſame love 
for the quality , the ſame for the 
unchangableneſs of It ; God will 
no more ceaſe to love Believers, 
then he will to love Chriſt, 

G Branch. 6 gy. See from hence what a 
venerable opinion we ſhould have 
of the righteous, they are to be 

«a rized by us above o- | 

> Honrents fout thers*; Dſal. 15. 4. He 

Aug. de vera relig, honoureth them that fear 

6. 55. the Lord. A Sattitin rags 

Is 


The Righteous Mans Excellency. 69 
Is better than a ſinner in ſcarlet : 
We prize things that have an ex- —- 
cellency in them; why do we va- 

lue Gold and Pearl, but becauſe 

they excell glaſs-bugles? Oh then 

elteem the righteous as moſt wor- 

thy , becauſe of their intrinſick 
holineſs, whereby they out-ſhine 

their neighbours. The righteous , _— 
carry Chriſt about them *, Gal, 2, p,,u. 
20, Chriſt liveth in me. Queen Tegyiv- 
Cleopatra put a Jewel in her cup, 177797 
which contained the price of a Cry. 
Kingdom; how rich are they who 

Carry the pearl of Price about them? 

Deſpiſe not the Saiats for their 
worldly Poverty *, but honour * Bone 
them for their Vertue; we eſteem ge we 
of a Ruby or Diamond, though —_— 

it be in the duſt. John Baptiſt was Petron. 
girt with a leathern-girdle, yet he 

was wore than a Prophet, Mat. 11, 

9. He was honoured to uſher in 


the King of Glory into the World; 
F 3 John 
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ohn was ſo eminent a perſon, that 
doubtleſs Herod might have kept 
his oath, though he had not be- 
headed him, for he ſware to the 
Damſel to give her what ſhe ask- 
ed unto half of the Kingdom, Mar, 
6.23, But John Baptiſt was more 
worth than all his Kingdom, A 
Saints facing may be mean, but he 
hath a rich /inizg 3 the out fide of 
the Tabernacle was Goats hair, 
but within it was embelliſhed with 
Gold; Pſal. 45. 13. The Kings 
daughter us glorious within. Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf was outwardly 
. mean, yet in him are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom, Col. 2. 3. A 
Soul inſpir'd by the Almighty.and 
beautified with grace, doth ex- 
cced others more than the light 
of the Sun doth exceed the light 
of a Taper. 

7 Br. It the righteovs are more 
excclient than others, then how 
levere 
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ſevere will God be againſt thoſe 
that wrong them 3 the wickedare 
thorns in the ſides of the godly ; 
Saint Pan! was (courged by cruel 
hands, 1 Cor. 11. 35. Thrice was I 
beaten with rods; as if you thould 
ſee a Skullion whip the Kings Son 


but ſhell not God avenge his Ele & Luk. 18. 


Surely he will; 1/a. 34. 6,8. The 
ſword of the Loved is fi led with 
blood. for it is the day of the Lords 
vengeance, and the year of recom- 
pences ſor the controverſie of Siow. 
As;it the Prophet had ſaid, The 
time appointed 15 now come tor 
Gods avenging $7i0y's wrongs, 
Jer. 50. 10, 11, Chaldea fhall be a 
ſþoil. ſaith the Lord, becauſe ye were 
glad, becauſe ye rejoiced, O ye ade- 
ſtrozers of mine heritage. Jer. 30. 
16. AU that prey upon thee, will I 


 . give for aprey. The Saints are per- 
ſons of Honour, they are Gods 


firſt-born;Oh how enraged will the 
F 4 Lord 


71 
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Lord be againſt ſuch as offer injury 
to them 3 they trample God's 
pearls in the duſt, they (trike af 
the apple of his. eye. The righteous 
are Gods royal diadem, Ila. 62. 3. 
Will a King endure to have his 
Robes ſpit upon, and his Crown 
thrown in the dirt > What is done 
to the righteous, 1s done to God 
himſelf. When the Kings favou- 
rite is {truck at, the King himſelf 
is ſtruck at, 2 Kig,19.22+ 1 know 
thy rage againſt me: The rage of 
Sennacherib was againſt the per- 
ſon of Hezekzah, but (there being 
a league between God and his 
people) the Lord took it as done 
to himſelf, 7 know thy rage againſt 
2e : Certainly it ſhall not go un- 
puniſhed, Pſal.105.14. He reproved 

' Kings for their ſakes. What be- 
came of Julian, Nero, Diocleſian £ 
One of them had his deaths- 
wound from Heaven, others of 

them 
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them had theit bowels come out, 
and died raving. Charles the ninth 
of France, who had glutted him- 
{elf with the blood of fo many 
Chriſtians in the Maſlacre at P arzs, 
was in ſuch inward horror. that 
he never durſt be waked without 
Muſick,and at length blood iſſued 
out at ſo many parts of his body, 
that he died bleeding *. Theſe * att 
were ſet up as publick Monu- #94 Mon. 
ments of God's Vengeance, 


'2 Oſe. Let us try whether we 2 Vf. 
are in the number of theſe righte- *** 
ous ones; then we are more ex- 
cellent than others. 


f. Arighteous man is an hum- , ,,.q. 
ble man* >; he whois proud of his agus 
righteouſheſs, 1s unrighteous, Luk 1: «7 Ex. 
18.1. God T thank thee that I am gp 
rot a other men are, T1 fast, I give %#lnera 
Tythes* > Here was a Triple- og 


SU HCT Gs 
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crown of Pride the Phariſee wore; 
Righteouſneſs though it raiſeththe 
name, it depreſleth the heart, Job 
T5.10. If I am righteoms. IT will 
ot lift up my head. The Violet 


is a ſweet flower. yet hangs down | 


the head; ſuch a flower was Fob. 
The righteous are like the Silk- 
worm, while ſhe weaves her curt- 

ous works, ſhe hides her 


* In quantum vir - ſelf in the filk *: The 


#ute ſublimes, in - ; 
zantum verecundia ' righteous man is more 
bumiles, Cyprian. in judging himſelf, than 
in playing the Critick 
upon another. He ſhrinks into 
nothing in his own thoughts 3 
2 Cor.12. 1. # & div epi» Though 
T be nothing. David cries out, [ 
am a worm and no man, P/al. 22, 
6. Though a $47zt.though a Kixg 
« ow ſum YEE a WOIM © St. Auſtin, Lord, Tam 
dionw mot worthy of thy love* : Biſhop 
guemt® Hooper, Lord, 1 am hell. but thou 


wr} art heaven. One of the Martyrs 


{ub - 
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ſubſcribed his Letter, The moſt 


| hard-hearted-ſinner , Fohn Brad- 
! ford. He who is righteous puts 
| a greater value upon others than 
upon himſelf, Phz1.2. 3. Let each 
eſteers other better than themſelves. 
The higher Grace is, the lower 
the Heart is 3 the more Gold you 
put in the Scale, the lower it de- 
' ſcends; the richer the Ship is la. 
den, the lower it ſails. When the 
Soul looks black in its own eye, It 
is molt comely ; 1/a.57.15. Jdwel 
with him alſo that is of an humble 
ſpirit. God hath two Heavens, 
and the humble heart is one of 
them. 


75 


2. A righteous man 15 devoted 2 Trial... 


to holineſs : The Prictts under the 
Law were not only walb'd 1n the 
great Javer, but adorned with 
glorious apparel, Exod.28:2. the 
emblemoft a righteous man. who 
is net only waſhed trom grofs fin, 
bur 


26 
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but adorn'd with inward ſanity ; 


he is what he ſeems; he hath not 


only holineſs painted on him, but 
living in him, *Tis faid of Zachary 


, and Flizabeth, they were both 
; #ighteous before God, walking in all 


the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameleſs, Luk.1.6. A 
good Chriſtian is Gods Temple 3 his 
body is the outward Court of the 
Temple, and his ſoul the Sacrary, 
or Holy of Holies : He 1s pure it 


_ heart, Mat. 5.8. his work 1s to 
| ſerve God, and his end is to en- | 


joy him: Man having a principle 
of reaſon, muſt notlive as a beaſt ; 
and having a principle of righte- 
ouſneſs, he muſt not live as a ſinner; 
he is now metamorphiſed ; he lives 
woepd,;, Godlily, Tit.2.13. Chrilt is 
not only his Prieſe, but his Pattern: 
as he makes uſe of Chriſts death 
for his Salvation, ſo of Chriſts 
lite for his imitation, 

3. A 
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3. A righteous man is 3 Trial, 
juſt in his dealings *,P/al. + p,pcin uni; 
pg Who ba = MP om Gm 
into the hill of the Lords **+ Cicero. 
He that hath clean hands. 
&-c. He who is righteous hath not 
only his heart purged from un- 
holineſs but his hands 
from injuſtice *. He ab- —— —_—_ aram fi 
hors all indire& ways, he *** 555% Horat, 
will not defraud to grow rich, he 
will not fell his conſcience for a 
wedg of Gold. A good 
Chriſtian is zealous for My wid proptey 
duties of both Tables *; Fa HP 
He makes Pzetyand Juſtice 
kils each other. 
4. A righteous man ſerves God 4 7rial: 
- Out of a principle of love : Grace 
doth new byaſs the heart, and 
carry it ſtrongly towards « j,yvy e8 v6 anime, 
God 1n ardent affe@ions*; impetw quodam & 
a righteous mans ſerving ry 76g on 
God is not by conſtraint, _ 

art 
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but conſent;'tis his Heaven to lerve 
God: He mounts up in the fiery 
chariot of Love,and breaths forth 
his Soul into his Saviours boſom ; 
Love is the S$hibbo/eth which dif- 
ferenceth a righteous man from 
others. The carnal man faith, 
What a wearineſs is it to ſerve the 
Lord, Mal. 1. 12- The righteous 
man ſaith, What a pleaſure is it ! 
Rom.7.22. 1 delight in the Law of 
God in the inner man. As the Bee 
delights toſuck the flower,fo doth 

| -.- an holy perſon to obe 

* cine of i God *;" Tis awor elicitas 
Bern. ſ#p. Cant. he doth duty out of love 
toduty ; he prays out of 

love to Prayer: When he ſings, 

he makes melody in his heart to the 

Lord, Eph. 5.19, Love lines the 

yoke of religion , and makes it 

ealie, Mat. iT. 12. As a bride de- 

lights in putting on her Jewels, 

as a Mulitian delights in playing on 

his 
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his Voyal, ſo a gracious ſoul de- 
lights in obeying God : Love to 
duty is better than duty ſerving 
God with delight is Angelical : 

The Seraphims are deſcribed with 
wings, I/a. 6. 2. 'to ſhow as well 
their chearfulneſs as their celerity 
in Gods ſervice, 

5. A righteous man perſeveres 5 Trial. 

in Religion: He who gives over 
his work before he hath finiſhed 
it, is but half a workman; and 
} he that gives over in Religion be- 

| fore he hath finiſhed his taith, 1s 
| but half a Chriſtian. The Promiſe 
18 7G viayht,s To himthat overcomes, 

Rev. 3.10. Who makes reckon- 

Ing of Corn that ſheds before 

| harveſt? It was the glory ot the 

| Churchof Thyatira, her /aſt works 

were more than her firſt, Rev.2.19, 5 

| Perſeverance carries away the{#,,1” 

| garland 3 a true Chriſtian doth cent dati- 

not only ſet out in the race, but,” © 
| ol 
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* 4 Carce- hold out *3 Job.15.9. The righte- 


ribus ad 


metam., 


ous alſo ſhall hold on his way: Be 
the way what it will, though 
ſtrewed with thorns, though there 
be a E702 in the way, he is reſolved 
to hold on his way, Ad. 20. 24. 
Bonds and affiiFions abide me, but 
none of theſe things move me. The 
troubles a godly man meets with 
for Conſcience, do by an. holy 
antiperiſtaſis, the more enflame his 
zeal : Suffterings cannot make 
Chriſt leave loving the Saints . 
nor make the Saints leave loving 
of Chrilt ; Job though he loſt all, 
held faſt his integrity, Job 2-3. 
Unſound hearts when they ſee the 
ſwords and ſtaves are up, leave 
Chriſt and thitt for themſelves : 
A right-ſpirited Saint is made of 
mettal that will not wear out. 
Athanaſius was the glory of his 
age, he had a counter-motion to 
the Times; he kept his piety when 
the 


* a a wreath frees. 4 
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the World turned Arrian. Melan- 
Fhon,who was called the Phoenix 
of Germany, was (as St. Ambroſe 
faith) like the Cypreſs-tree which 
keeps its verdure and greennefs in 
the winter-ſeaſon. The Church of 


 Pergamys held faſt Chriſts name, 


though ſhe dwelt whereSatans feat 

was, Rev 2.13, Thisis to be righ- 

teous to be faithful to the death *, © Rev. 2. 
and not ſuffer the breaſt-plate of mw 
holineſs to be ſhot thorough. Job 

23.11. My foot hath held his ſteps - 

his way have Tkept and not declined. 

And whoſoever is thus divinely 
qualified, 1s intitled to this privi- 

ledg in the Text, He 1s more ex- 

cel/ent than others. 


Uſe 3. It the righteous are thus Vſe 3. 
excellent, let it encourage us all £*#7 
. 1 Braxch, 
to true Pietyz no fooner do we 
become gracious, but we become 
preciows, Jolh.5.9. This day have I 
G rolled 
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CERIIaIns > Inno ttt cnn ren 


rolled away the reproach of Fgypt 


from off you 5 T hat day we become - 


righteous, our reproach 1s rolled 
away from us. Faith raiſeth our 
Fame 3 Righteouſneſs exchangeth 
our Fetters for a Crown,Prov.4.9. 
A Crown of glory ſhall ſhe geliver to 
thee, By eſpouling Godlineſs, we 
are better than others, Eccleſ. 7.8. 
And richer, being poſleiſed of a 
golden Mines 3z.e. The unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt,Ephel.3.8. We 


have from Chriſt the riches of Ju- | 


ſtification, and Conſolation, and 
Glorification ; we are as rich as the 
Angels; Oh then let this excite 
every one to be godly; Righteouſ. 
neſs puts a ſplendid excellency 
upon a man, as it you ſhould ſee a 
clod ot duſt turned into a Star. 


2 Branch. 2» Branch. If the righteous are 


ſo excellent in Gods eye, then let 


God be excellent in their eye : If 


they 


f 


: _ God is 78 dyavdy vaigaayu- chy. 


 ſurpaſleth the praiſes of the Arch- 


. their Crowns by immediate tenure 


. God, is. for ever and ever. Thofe 


. ; & -a,,.. 
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they are high in Gods thoughts, 
let God be high in theirs; let the 
Saints have adoring thoughts of 
God; Pſal. 71. 19. Thy righteonſ- 

z2eſs, OGod, 3s wery high. Plal. $3. 

I3. Thou whoſe Name is 

Jehovah X »” art" the moſt * P1171! nomen Te- 


, | TEg unuatly,q Fd. 
high OVer all the earth. Tenpeenn_ 


Ter, the molt ſuper-emt- | 
nent bleſling 3 Pal. 106. 2. Who 
can ſhow forth all his praiſe? God J 


Angels; Helis incircled with Glo- 
ry and Majeſty, P/al, 104. 1. He 
doth infinitely out-vye all the 
Powers of the earth: Princes hold 


from him ; Prov.8. 15. his Domi- 
nions are largeſt, his Poſleflion 
longeſt, Heb. 1. 8; Thy Throne, O 


Excellencies which lie ſcattered 
in the Creature, are infinitely uni- 
G 2 ted 
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ted inGod.S. Auſtin complains that 
men canadmire the magnitude of 
the Stars, and not admire him who 
is the father of lights. Oh eſteem 


God molt excellent. 


1, Gods wiſdom 18 excellent, 
b 9.4. He i wiſe in heart; he 
nows the canſes of things; yea, 
uno mtuitu, at one inſtant 5 the 
Angels light their lamps at this 


: . Gods Power 1s excellent. 

He is Elſhaddai, Almighty , Ger. 
W hat cannot he do that 
His Power 1s as 
. Job 23. 13, 
What his Soul deſireth, even that 
he doth: He bridles the proud 
waves, Job 33.11, He cutteth off 
the ſfrit of Princes, Plalm 76. 


can create ? 


large as his Will : 


. Gods Holineſs 1s excellent. 
This is the moſt ſparkling Jewel 
of his Crown, Exod. 15. 11, Glo- 
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 rioxs in Holineſs *. God 5 ; 
' Is firſt Tranſcendantly ho- Mong bag 
ly, I Sam. 2.2. There is quia purus eft ab omn# 
| - , 2z0me holy as the Lord. T he Pann , = 
| bleſſed Seraphims cover «,, ns a a 
their faces, and cry holy, . turaly ej jncidit im- 
boly. but what Angels can 77-0 Rivet. 
| take the juſt dimentions of his 
SanCtity ? they are too low of 
ſtature to meaſure theſe Pyramids; 
| 2. God 1s communicatively holy ;. 
| Lev. 20,8, IT am the Lord which 
| ſandifie you. He 1s not only a 
| Pattern of Holineſs, but a foun- 
| tain: He empties his golden Oy] 
through the Pipes of the Sanctu- 
ary. His Holineſs is imparted, 
though not 7-xpaired. 3. God 1s 
Unchangably holy 3 his Holineſs 
can no more ceaſe, than his God- 
head : He never loſt a drop of 
his Holineſs 3 as he cannot have 
more Holineſs, becauſe he is per- : 
fetly holy 3 ſo he cannot have leſs 
| G 3 Holi- 
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Holineſs, becauſe he is Unchange- 
ably holy. 

4. God's Love 1s excellent, 
Pſal.36.7. How excellent is thy lo- 
wing-kindneſs, O God! This drops 
as the honey-comb; it dulcifies and 
{weetens the Waters of Marah; it 
1s better than life, Pal. 63. 2. It 
hath an Hyper-hyperbole 1n it; 
It paſſeth knowledg., Ephel. 3. 19. 
Gods love may be felt, but not 
fathomed. Oh then let the Saints 
have God-admiring thoughts 3 
the Plalmiſt eſteem'd him above 
the Glory of Heaven, and the 
Comitorts of the Earth, P/al. 73. 
25. Godis the marrow and quin- | 


* Pann teilence of all good* : His beauty 


11 quo 
omnia bg- 


#3, Aug, 


is amazing, his love is raviſhing; 
all divine Perfections meet inGod, 
as the lines in the center. Let us 
then with St. Pal, count all things 
loſs tor him 3 it God puts ſuch a 
value and appretiation upon the 
Tigh- 
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righteous, they are higheſt in his 
eſteem, let him be higheſt in 
theirs, 


3 Br. If God hath ſo honoured 3 Branch. 
the righteous and made them bet-* | 


ter than others, let not the righ- 
teous debaſe themſelves, or loſe 
any of their excellency 3 hath God 
made them precious, let not them 
make themſelves vile. 

I, Let them not debafe them- 
ſelves with Earth : An earthly 
Saint, "ls as great a contradiqion 


as an Orthodox hberetick. Tis called , 


aixeotpdia, filthy lucre, 1 Pet. 5.2, 
becaule it doth ſo betilthy a perſon, 
Earthlinefs 1s an enemy to grace. 
*Tis Ariſtotles obſervation, Dogs 
cannot hunt among ſweet flowers, 
becauſe the ſmell of the flowers 
diverts the ſcent of the ' Hare; 
Thoſe can ſcarce run after Chriſt 
in the ſavour of his Oyntments , 
who are diverted by the ſmell of 
G 4 earthly 
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earthly delights ; whom the Hele- 
a of the world kifleth,it betrays. 
It is below a Chriſtian, and doth 
too much reſemble Satan, to be 

 . . alwayes compaſſine the 
- wo, earth *, Jer. pajong And 


wont nexlnw vo 


an" & gd ma ſeekeſt thou great things 


Poſlel. for thy ſelf f - As if God 
had ſaid, what thou Ba- 

ruch 2 who art by thy new birth 
excellent, a-kin to Angels; by 
thy Office excellent 3 a3Levite zdoſt 
thou ſeek earthly things ? and 
what, ſeek them ow? I am going 
to pluck up, and art thou plant- 
ing 2 the Ship 1s ſinking, and art 
thou trimming thy Cabin 2 Oh 
Baruch do not ſo degrade thy felt 
of thy honour ! Seekeſt thou great 
things, ſeek them not. Though the 
wicked like Eels wrap themſelves 
in the mud, yet Jet the birds of 


Paradiſe fly aloft 5 the higher 


grace Is, the leſs carthly-minded 


ſhould 
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ſhould Chriſtians be 3 the higher 
the Sun is, the ſhorter is the ſha- 
dow. 


2, Let not the righteous debaſe | 


themſelves by ſinful compliance: 
Such as profeſs themſelves to be 
regenerate, ſhould not be malle- 
_ abletoevery opinion and humor 3 
ſhall the excellent Cedar bend 
like the pliant Willow? Gen. 49. 
14- Tſachar 3s a ſtrong Aſſe, couch- 


| "ing down between two burdens. 


Tjachar was a ſtrong tribe, but 
wanted courage: You who are 
righteous, be not too Conuchant, do 
not chuſe iniquity rather than affli - 
Gion, Job 36.21. Do not ſo value 
your liberty as to wound your 1n- 
tegrity. God isa great God, dare 
not to offend himz he is a good 
God, venture not to loſe him; 
be not ſwayed with the evil ex- 
amples of others; dead fiſh only 
iwim down the ſtream. The 

righte- 
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righteous do much leſlen both 
their eſteem and reward by ſym- 
bolizing with finners. Let not 
the godly force their Conſcience 3 | 


. the duſt will be wiped off this 


glaſs, and then it will repreſent: | 
guilt, When Cranmer had with | 
ſome renitency of mind ſubſcri- | 
bed to the Popiſh Articles, he was ? 
afterwards in great horror : his ? 
Conſcience was like Moſes rod, * 
turned into a Serpent 3 he could * 


' have no peace till he had recan- # 


ted his ſubſcription: By ſordid ! 
unworthy actions the holy ipirit 
will be grieved, the godly will- 
be offended, the wicked will in- © 
ſult, and Conſcience will accuſe : 
Conſcience is like a Bee; if a man + 
doth well, it gives honey ; it 11], * 
It puts forth « ſting. ; 
4 Br. If the righteous be more 
excellent than others, let not them 
—_ the proſperity of the wicked, 
Prov, 


wm FY OQ uu A | wo 


3 the world was envious *. * gSoveegs 3n n71oy 
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Prov. 23- 17. Let not thy heart 

envy ſinners, God hath made 

| you better then they ; he hath 

1 given you his ſpirit to ſandtifie 

you, aad his Son to fave you. 

Envy 1s an ill humour *; it 1s* Palorin 
Vulnus occultum ({aith Cyprian ) it —— 
hurts a mans ſelf moſt 5 Envy corpore 
* drinks its own venom; it cor- #9. 

! rodes the body as canker doth 

Iron, 


6 Simul peccat & pleFitur 
? . The firſt man born in 


Theodoret obſerves, it was M774: 2rorpia 
; euTUYIA, 1 Th £au- 
not ſo much Cairns Own g Jucvyiz. Bion, 
ſin troubled him, as to 
{ee his Brother's offering accepted. 
It becomes not Gods people to 
teed this fretting diſeaſe it is 
bad to feed an enemy. What it 
God wring out the water of a full 
cup to the wicked, 1t 1s but a fu- 
gred poylon;Proſperity like Czrce, 
| ' with 
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with its enchantments turns men ! 

into ſwinez it makes them grow * 

worſe; the Moon never ſuffers an 

|| EEC Ry Eclipſe, but when it isat 2 

| | iretas quod were FOE Full *. The world is | 

Propitius. Aug. given to the wicked in 

anger. When Belſhazzar 

was 1n the mid(t of his jollity, the 

hand of God was writing bitter 

things againſt him : ' The hot day + 

of Proſperity preſageth thunder at 

night. Hamans banquet was but 

a Preface to the Halter. O Chri- 

{tian, ſhake off envy, as Paxl did 

the Viper. God hath made thee 

more excellent than others, he 

hath given thee better riches and 

Prefermentz they have a Golder 

apple, thou haſt a Crows, 2 Tim. 

4. 7. God keeps the beſt wine 

till laſt; let this divine harp drive 

away the evil ſpirit of envy and 
diſcontent, 


IRE 
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5 Br. If the righteous be fo 5 Branch. 


excellent, let it perſwade people 
to. get into their company, and 
chuſe to be of their acquaintance. 
Next to being good, it is wiſdom 
to converſe with them that are ſo. 
Pſal.16.3, The excellent in whom is 
all my delight *. Be not like Swine 


which had rather lie in the dung, 


than in a fair Meadow. The 
righteous are the light of the 
world, and 1t 1s prudence to fol- 
low them that carry the Light, 
Seek for the Olive, but it the 
bramble take hold of thee, caſt it 
away. Thereis much good to be 
gotten in the ſociety of the god- 
ly; their ſpeeches edifhe , their 
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prayers quicken, their examples 


teach *. Graft among the Saints, . 


A lip grafted into a good ſtock, 
partakes of the virtue and intlu- 
ence of the root, The righteous 
are zore excellent; be often a- 

WT mong 


* Sermo 
vivu 
efficax ex- 
emplar ef}, 
Bern, 
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mong theſe ſpices, and you will 


ſmell of them, Prov. 13. 20. He 


that walketh with wiſe men, ſhall be 
wiſe. | 
6 Pranch, 6 By, It exhorts the righteous 


to walk worthy of the high ho- | 


nour which God hath raiſed them 
to, Fpheſ.5.8. Walk as children of 
light. As you are more excellent 
oat by your high calling, fo be more 
«Ne c«/a» Excellent in your walking * 5 a- 
"mm, dorn religion by your prudent 
holy carriage 5 ſhine as lights in 
the world; Phil.2.15, Some Anti- 


20-ians of old taught, That what- | 
ever a mans life was, yet he was | 
juſtified, ſo he believed the Go- | 
{pel; whom Laxther confuted. | 
Such as are a Royal Prieſthood | 


ſhould be a pecwliar people. 1Pet.2,9. 
The Lord hath dignified the 


righteous above the reſt of the 4 


world, and they muſt not take 
the ſame latitude which others do, 


Prove | 


a * 
p< 


#0 


| 


Q 
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Prov. 3l, 4. It is not for Kings, O 
Lemnel, it 3s not for Kings to drink 
wine, nor for Princes ſirong drink, 
It becomes not them who are high» 
born to be intemperate. So it is 
not for you who are of a ſacred 
Pedigree, whom God hath made 
ſuperior to others, to be vain and 
looſe in your behaviour. Alexan- 
der would have the Grecians 
known not only by their Gar- 
ments, but their Vertues. A child 
of God ſhould be known by the 
exemplarineſs of his lite, 1 Pef. 1. 
15. Beye holy in all man- 


pecple with the Graces, 
as thoſe Virgins were pu- 
rified with ſweet odours*; 
and he looks that they ſhould 
ſend abroad a {weet perfume of 
Holineſs, Chriſtians muſt obſerve 
the 7o TFotroy that which Is lovely, 
and 


: * In hanc finem 09- 
* 

ner of converſation .* by illuxit ſol juſt}- 

Chriſt hath anointed his :ti2,=: refulgeat vita, 

veitre Puritas, Calv, 


* Eſther 2. 12. 


g6 The Righteous Mans Excellency. 
and of good report, Phil.4.3. they 
had need walk «x85; , 
* Debent fideles ac ft yourately *, Epheſ. 5. 15. 
in celeberrimo Theatro es © man h 

eſſent wivere , quia y walc 

ſub conſpe$n Dei & for their halting. If the 
cngetorum orounte wicked find any thing in | 
n the people of God dif- | 
honourable to their Profeſſion, ! 
they lay the blame upon Religiong * 

It is Salviar's note, W hat will the 

Pagans ſay , when they ſee Chri- 
ſtians looſe and vicious? The Chri- | 
ftians lrve ſo bad becauſe Chriſt | 

B: taught them -no bet- 
ns ty ter ** How ſhould the | 
ſanQ3 docuiſſer. righteous cut off occaſtorn | 

from them that ſeek occa- 

fron, 2 Cor. 11.122 Daniels Piety 

ſealed up the lips of his enemies, 

Dan.6.4. Martin Bucer was Tante 

SanGFimonie vir, fo unblameable 

in his life, that thoſe who did 

moſt malign him had nothing juſt- 

 Iy tolay to his charge. Oh Chri- 

| ſtians 
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ſtians look to your ſteps, when 
you have prayed againſt ſin, then 
watch againſt temptation 3 a ſpot 
in a Royal Robe cannot be hid 5 
a daſh of ink would quickly have 
been ſpied in Aaron's white lin- 
nen.. If there be a blemiſh in a 
| Profeſſor every ones eye is upon 
| It3 the ſin of ſuch a perſon cau» 
ſeth bluſhing among the Saints; 
| asthe Patriarchs could not chuſe 
| but be aſhamed when the exp was 
' found in their Sack. - Oh: that all 
| Who profeſs the name of Chriſt 
would depart from iniquity,2. Tims 
| 2,19, Dare not'to blaſpheme that 
' Worthy Name by which you are call- 
ed, Jam.2:7. Such as are more ex- 
cellent than _ _ expeas 

ome ſingular thing from themzthey 
horde [ran more glory to God, 
and by their {exemplary - piety 
; make Profclites to religion : Bet- 
| ter fruit is expected from a Vine- 
H yard, 


eee ee Eee 
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yard, then from a wild Fo- 
re 


7.Br. Hath God ſo enobled the | 
righteous,and given them a ſuper- | 
excellency above others? Then 
let the righteous be thankfu], 
Pſal.113. 7. He raiſeth the poor out 
of the duſt,that he may ſet him with 
Princes. God hath raiſed you out 
of the low eſtate wherein you | 
were by nature, and hath made | 
you more illuſtrious than others, ' 
that he may ſet you with Angels, 
thoſe Princes above. Oh let #he | 
highPraiſes of God be in your month, 
Pſal.x49,6. God hath done more 
for Believers:, than for all the 
world beſides. He hath given 
them the holy anointing, the-new 
name, the white Stone, which'1s | 
the earneſt of theinheritance 3 and 
at the day of. judgment : Jefus 
Chriſt will confeſs their names | 
before bis Father and the Holy 
An 
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Angels*s And their Souls 
and Bodies being re-uni- 
ted, ſhall be fully inveſt- 
ed with glory. And af- 
ter their Seſſio2 at Chriſts 


right-hand, it ſhall be # 


roclaimed, Thws ſhall it 
e done to the perſons 
whom the King of Hea- 
ven will honour. Doth 
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* Rev. 3.5. Dro- 
mittit Chriftus ſe no- 
minatim * cujuſque 
celebraturum Fidem(s 
conflantiam iis con- 
ſeſſu ſand 2 Trinitatis 
conſpettu Ange- 
lorum & bominunt 
quo gloria gradu ni- 
bil auguitius excogi- 
tari poſſit. Parzus. 


not all this deſerve thankfulneſs, | | 
Pſal. ro0.T. Make a joyful noiſe un- , Fi 


omino. 


#0 the Lord *. In the Hebrew it Is. Muſculus. 


Sound forth his praiſe 
as with a Trumpet *: 


* wIn mm 


Praiſe God with the beſt inſtru- 
ment, #he Heart 3 and let it be 
{crued up to the higheſt Peg; do 
it with the whole heart. You who 
are righteous, ſpeak well of God, 
and tell others what he hath done 
for you. His Bleflings beſtowed 


are Legacies, not Debts. Praiſe 
is a' glorifying of God, Plal. 50.23. 
H 2. 


and 
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and will not you chearfully pay 
this Pepper-corn ? Will you not 
do it conſtantly ? Pſal. 146. 2. I 
will ſing praiſes unto my God while 


T have any being. The Carthagz- 


2ians uſed at firſt to ſend the 
tenth of their yearly revenue to 
Hercules ; but by degrees, they 
grew weary and left off ſending. 
Chriſtians fail mue@h in their 
thank-offering : Be not like them 
that play a fit or two of Muſick 
in a year, and then the Viol muſt 
be hung up. Be often upon Monrt 
Gerizim, bleſiing God, Conſider, 
Thankfulneſs is #he work of Hea- 
ven 3 you Who ſhall have Angels 
reward, do Angels work. Sound 
forth the Memorial of Gods Ho- 
linefs, and celebrate his Fame 
Praiſe is the Muſick of Heaven *, 
let not God want his Mulick. 
While others murmur do you 
bleſs, Wait and long for that 

time 
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time when you ſhall be called up 
to the heavenly Mount, and pla- 
ced among the glorious Cheru- 
bims, where your employment to. 
Eternity, will be to breath forth 
love, and ſound forth Praile. 


Uſe 4. Conſolation to the righ- 
teous, who are under dejection of 
ſpirit. God eſteems them more Ex- 
cellent than others. It 1s com- 
fort, . 
1. When they are humbled by 
fin, they have mean thoughts of - 
themſelves, and fee fo much cor- 
ruption, that they think they have 
no grace : I, but here is comfort. 
God fees an excellency in them, 
though they can fee none in them- 
ſelves; he can diftinguiſh between 


the grace in them, and the infir- * Suije- 


mity 3 and he judgeth of them, © 


not by their worſt part, but by ws 4pe- 


their beſt *. God prizeth his peo- 
| H 3 ple, 


parte, 
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ple, notwithſtanding their fail- 
ings; a man values his Corn 
though it be mingled with Chaff: 

2. It is comfort when the righ- 
teous are humbled by affliction, 
Lam.23.16. He bath covered me 
wth aſhes, My outward comforts 
are as it were in the grave, and 
have aſhes thrown upon them ; 
the godly are apt to miſtake and 
think God doth not care for them, 
becauſe he afftiifts them* 5 J»dg. 
6.13. If the Lord be with #s, why 


. ther is all this befallen as e 


But let not the righteous be 
troubled, or caſt away their an- 
chor; ſtill God makes great ac- 
count of them: and though they 
are #zore affiifFed than others, yet 
they are more excellent, God e- 
ſteemed highly of Hezekiab on his 
ſick-bed, he heard his prayer and 


»16a.38,5, bottled his tears *. Fob when full 


of boiles and ſores, was dear to 
| God. 


mo. a SORES 


The Righteows Mans Excellency. 
God. Fob on the dunghil was 
more excellent than Pharaoh on 
the throne. God boaſts of Job to 
Satan, Chap. 2.3. None like hin in 
the earth. The Lord eſteems not 
the worſe of the righteous , be- 
cauſe he makes them paſs under 
the Rod. A Goldſmith eſteems 


his Gold though it be 1a the fur- 


nace; God ſees an excellency in 
the Saints, when they are bleeding 


under their ſufferings. A piece of 


Plate is of great value though it 
be battered. Grapes are precious 
though they are in the Winepreſs, 


| Jeſus Chriſt was on the Croſs, yet 


proclaimed to be Gods beloved 
Son by a voice from heaven, 
Mat. 3.17. | 

3. It is comfort when the righ- 
teous are humbled by deſertion ; 
Job 6.4. The arrows of the Almighty 


are within me, The Hebrew word 


for arrow xn comes from a radix 
H 4 that 
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that ſignifies to cv# 3 'to ſhow that 
the poylon'd arrow of deſertion 
cuts to the heart. He#zax crys out, 
Pſal.88. 7.Thy wrath lieth hard ay 
2; like a mountain of lead it 
even finks my ſpirits 3 in this for- 
Jorn ſtate, the Saints think God 
eſteems them vile, and hath caſt 
them off, Pſal. 88. 14. Lord, wh 

caſieft thou off my ſoul 2 God holds 
his deſerted ones as it were over 


' the fire of hell, and they think 


they are ready to drop in. But 
Chriſtian, thou mayſt be ſorely 
deſerted, yet God may judg thee 
excellent. $7ow thought ſhe was 
quite forſaken, 1/az. 49. 14. Sor 
Said, the Lord hath forſaken me. But 
at that time God had a dear re- 
ſpe& for her, Yer. 16. I have gra- 
ven thee upox the palms of my hand. 
God may havethe face of an ene- 
my, yet the heart of a father. 
The Lord deſerts his peo- 


ple. 
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The Righteous Mans Excelency. yog 

le, in} 72 ovuplgr, for their profit, 

eb.12.10, While he is humbling 
them,he is healing them ; he ſeems 
to put them away from him, but 
it is to draw them nearer to him, 
he would exerciſe their faith and 
prayer the more. God is all this 
while preparing the Saints for the 
ſweet embraces of his love. De- 
ſertion 1s like purging-phyfick ; 
the Lord will purge out ſome z# 
bumonr of (in, and afterwards will 
manifeſt his love to his Children. 
The Cordial is kept till the wor- 
king of the Phylick is over- 


The 


The CG oncluſion. 


TX (Good Reader) I have, : 
withall convenient brevity, * 
endeavoured to vindicate the true 

Saint, and take him out of the . 

fopg. I have ſet before thy eyes 

* Plal.37; © child of light. Mark the perfe@ | 
37: mar *, and imitate him: If not- | 
withſtanding all this ſurpaſſing 
excellency of the righteous, any 

ſhall be fo wicked as to perſiſt in 
unrighteouſneſs, they love death, 
 Prov,9.36. If they ſhall glory in ' 

* Phil.z. their unrighteouſneſs *, it is as if | 
19 beggars ſhould boaſt of their | 

/ ſores : If they ſhall diſparage Ho- | 

, | Tineſs, it is like a blind man's re- | 

| | proaching the Sun; let the righ- *' 
teous bind reproaches as a Crown 

| about 
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|| about their head *, and * Qui meliora ſperats 
be no more troubled , {#2i9i6% nou fran- 


then they would be to &tur. Ambrols.. 


have mad men laugh at them, p/z/. 
37. 7. Reſt in the Lord, and wait 
patiently for him. The time is 
ſhortly coming, when God .yill 


| clear the innocency of his Ser- 


vants; after he hath wiped off 

tears from their eyes, he will wipe 

off reproach from their name*:and *16.25.9 
then this Text ſhall be univerſally 


| ſubſcribed to, The righteows is more 


| excellent thau his neighbour. 
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{ Books to be ſold by Then Park- 
| Hurſt, az the Bible and three 
Crowns in Cheapſide. 


Commentary on the He- 
A brews. By John Owen, D.D. 


| fe 
i "a Sedgniohes Bowels of Mer- 
o 

th Tho. Taylor's Works, the firſt 

; vol. fol. 

; 2, An Expoſition of Temptati- 

| on, on Matth.g. verſe 1. tothe end 

; of the eleventh. 

5 Forty-nine -Sermons upon the 

| whole Epiſtle of the Apoſtle Sr. 

Paul to theColoſſians.in three parts, 
[5 y that famous Miniſter of the 

' 7 Reformed Church in Paris, Mr. 
) John Daille; Tranſlated into En- 
j gli by F. 8. 


SIE: 


An 


An Antidote againſt Avakeriſes, 
whereintheſe following queſtions, 
are opened, the truth concerning 
them proved, the contrary argu- 
ments examined and confuted. 

:. Whether the Scriptures or 
the light in every man be our rule | 
to heaven. ' 

2, Whether the Light in eve- 
ry man be a ſaving Light; here 
ſomething alſo concerning imme- 
diate teaching. - E 

3. Whether PerfeQion, viz. a | 
ſtate free from all fin be attainable 
in this life, 

4. Whether Baptiſm with wa- | 
ter be an Ordinance of Chriſt | 
binding us. : F 

5, Whether the Supper be an | 
Ordinance of Chriſt binding us. # 

6, Whether Juſtification be by 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt im- 
puted. By Stephen Scandret, Mi- 
niſter of Gods Word. 


Theſe | 


Theſe Treatiſes next folowing are 
written by Mr, T ho. Watſon. 
The Doctrine of Repentance. 

Heaven taken by ſtorm. 

The miſchief of fin, it brings a 
perſon low. 

A Divine Cordia], 

A word of Comfort for the 
Church and people of God. 
. A Plea for Alms, in a Sermon 
at the Spittle. 

The Holy Euchariſt, or the Sa- 


 crament of the Lords Supper 


briefly opened. All Seven by 
Tho. why, + 
The Immortality of the Soul 


_ explained, and proved by Scri- 


pture and Reaſon. To which is 


added Faith's Triumph over the 


fear of Death. By Tho, Wadſworth. 
The Childs Delight, together 
with an EFrgl/ih Grammar. By 

Tho, Lye. 
The Practical Chriſtian; or a 
ſummary view of the chief heads 
of 


| of Practical Divinity» By J.Bert- |: 
let of Exeter. RT , 
The . inſeperable Union : be- |! 
tween Chriſt and a Believer,open- | 
ed in a Sermon at the Funeral of | 
Mrs, Dorothy Freeborn : By Tho, 
Beck. | | þ 
The Life and Death of that 
eminently learned pious and pain- | 
ful Miniſter of the Goſpel, Dr. | 
Seruel Winter, ſometime Pro- | 
veſt of Trinity Colledg near | 
Dublin in Irelaud; 
Path-way to Prayer and Piety : | 
By A. Hills. | | 
The Royal Robe; . or a Trea- 
tiſe of Meekneſs : By 7. Barker. | 
Comfortable Crumbs of Re- | 
freſhment, by Prayer, Meditations, 
Confolations and Ejaculations , | 
with a Confeflion of Faith, and 
ſumm of the Bible. | 
The difference between the 
Spots of the Godly and Wicked, 
in four Sermons : By 7. Burroxghs. 
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